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Aquatic plant management is essential to the function of many water bodies in Florida. Historic introductions of 
invasive plants such as water hyacinth, torpedo grass, and melaleuca have resulted in tremendous 
environmental problems and high management costs. While the current paradigm of maintenance control has 
facilitated efforts for many troublesome invaders in Florida, continued plant introductions and increasing social 
issues have greatly increased the complexity of management. This presentation will examine both historic and 
current aquatic plant management issues and discuss the critical problems that aquatic plant management must 
address in the coming decade. 
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