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There is an old adage that states, “the best way to learn science, is to do science”. As a county Sea
Grant extension agent, one of my jobs is to educate the public about the health of their bay and how
they can help improve it. Using this adage, | have found citizen science projects a very effective method
of providing education on the condition of their bay as well as how the science process works. The
information collected is used by extension to educate those who do not participate as well as fill
needed data gaps for state and local agencies. Many of the volunteers give presentations in the
community, or serve as volunteers for other education programs, expanding this knowledge.

In Escambia County we currently have nine such projects where volunteers monitor water quality,
habitat restoration, coastal wildlife, and invasive species in the bay area. Since 2012 we have trained
528 volunteers, who have conducted 3,979 surveys, logging 4,738 hours.

This presentation will discuss how the projects were selected, how we recruit and maintain our
volunteers, how we train them, what resources we provide them, how the data is used, the benefits
for both the volunteers and the community, and lessons learned over the years.
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