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The Issues
• Sea level rise and associated 

problems are increasing issues 
in the northern Gulf Coast

• Increased rainfall, flooding, 
and impacts from hurricanes 
get attention

• Problems seem overwhelming
• Needed a way to help explain 

the issues AND find solutions



The Project – Team & Advisors

Funding provided by NOAA award NA17NOS4730140, Gulf of Mexico Alliance, University of Florida Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Services and Louisiana Sea Grant.
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Funding Opportunities
• Larger grant to our team provided for subaward grants of $60,000 

each, with $23,500 match required
• Address current and/or future problems associated with sea-level rise
• Each community awarded a grant produced a video diary, to serve as 

an example and explanation for other similar communities

• See map and details at https://placeslr.org/our-products/resilience-
to-future-flooding-short-films/#video-diaries

https://placeslr.org/our-products/resilience-to-future-flooding-short-films/#video-diaries




The Project – Video Products

Case Study Videos
• Understanding Future Risk

- Islamorada, FL
• Working with Natural Systems

- Fairhope, AL
• Preparing Local Businesses

- Ocean Springs, MS
• Responding to Hazards

- Covington, LA
• Planning for Future Risk

- South Padre Island, TX

Informational Videos

• Team members worked together 
with scriptwriting, editing, video 
production

• The Basics (5 min)
• Amplified Storm Surge (5 min)
• Planning for Rising Seas (5 min)
• “Tides of Change” with host (30 min)



The Project – Road Show • Churches
• Community Centers
• City Halls/Meetings
• Cafes, Bars, Parks
…you name it!



Tides of Change premieres
• Pensacola (43)
• Gulfport (120)



• Writers and educators have noted a lack of 
good illustrations for SLR concepts

• Graphic designers created dozens of new 
illustrations and gifs as part of our video 
project

• Free online library available 














Next steps

• Continue working with City of Pensacola on 
resilient coastlines grant and vulnerability 
study and NOAA Community of Practice 
grant

• Team funded with NOAA Environmental 
Literacy Grant on behalf of project titled 
Increasing Sea-Level Rise Resilience in the 
Northern Gulf of Mexico. 

• High school sea level rise curriculum developed 
by PLACE:SLR staff

• Immersive virtual experiences related to sea 
level rise at “pop-in” events



Next Steps



Thank you,
QUESTIONS?

Carrie Stevenson
Coastal Sustainability Agent
UF IFAS Extension
ctsteven@ufl.edu
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