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ñThe Cambrian and Ordovician 

sandstoneséare hundreds of 

feet thick in the aggregate and 

underlie thousands of square 

miles: There areévast volumes 

of water stored in the Prairie du 

Chien and other limestones 

belonging to the same artesian 

system. It is assumed that this 

reservoiréis practically 

inexhaustible.ò

- 1927 Iowa Geological Survey Annual Report (p.72)
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The Cambrian-Ordovician (Jordan) aquifer is one of 
Iowaôs most productive and relied upon aquifers.
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Water levels in the aquifer have been declining in 
certain areas over the past several decades.
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New regulations were introduced in 2014 to reflect 
improved science and better manage the aquifer.
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Tier criteria based on 

pumping water levels.

Declines from 

1978 Potentiometric Surface

Tier 1 < 300 feet <50%

Tier 2 300 ï400 feet 50-75%

Tier 3 > 400 feet >75%
*Dependent on whether top of aquifer is greater or less than 600 feet from 1978 

surface (Horick and Steinhilber, 1978)



New regulations also identified two protected water 
source areas. 
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The IGS began a multi-year groundwater modeling project 
to develop a tool for long-term aquifer management.
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