
                           BRING BACK THE BEAVER CAMPAIGN

• Education & Outreach

• Citizen Science

• Research & Demonstration

• Policy Change
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Watersheds are Basins of Relations 
to Rethink for Restoration from Ridge to River to Reef 

for a Reverential & Resilient Rehydration Revolution Retrofit



Headwaters 
in need of

Ego-System 
Re-Storyation!



PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING THAT BEAVER RESTORATION 
REQUIRES A HOLISTIC APPROACH  WITH A VARIETY OF ACTIONS

CO-EXISTENCE

ENHANCEMENT

EXPANSIONMIMICRY

RELOCATION
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Lanman et al. 2013 
California Fish and Game Journal

James and Lanman 2012 
California Fish and Game Journal 

Lanman et al. 2012 
California Fish and Game Journal 

IDENTIFY AND RESOLVE HISTORIC AND CURRENT
SOCIAL AND INFORMATIONAL BARRIERS

https://oaec.org/publications/historical-range-of-beaver-update/
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HIGHLIGHT REGIONAL SPECIES OF CONCERN THAT BENEFIT 
FROM THE BEAVER AND PROCESS-BASED RESTORATION



Katie Holzer Ph.D.  Watershed Scientist City of Gresham, OR

“Smokey the Beaver: 
beaver–dammed riparian corridors 

stay green during wildfire 
throughout the western USA” 

 Fairfax and Whittle, 2020

Peak Flood Attenuation

Groundwater Recharge

Water Quality Improvement

Wetland Carbon Sequestration

Landscape Scale Fire Resiliency

HELP AUDIENCES CONNECT BEAVER BENEFITS 
TO PRESSING CLIMATE RESILIENCE ISSUES



SUPPORT THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY IN STUDYING AND 
SHARING RESULTS ABOUT POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF BEAVER
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FIGHT INCISION

WITH INCISORS!
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DEMONSTRATE AND SHARE SUCCESSFUL CO-EXISTENCE EFFORTS

US Forest Service
LTBMU
Taylor Creek 

El Dorado Community Services District
El Dorado Hills, CA

Sonoma County Water Agency
Sonoma, CA

Circle Bar Ranch
Sonoma, CA

Roosevelt Ranch
Zamora, CA

Caltrans 
Prunedale, CA



2015- 2017 Wetted area increased by 1,200% for $58,000

CREATE AND SHARE RESULTS FROM BEST BEAVER 
RESTORATION DEMO SITES WITH STRATEGIC AUDIENCES

https://placerlandtrust.org/beavers/

Doty Ravine



ENSURE BEAVER RESTORATION IS INCLUDED IN 
LISTED SPECIES RECOVERY PLANS,  FOREST PLANS 

AND OTHER CONSERVATION STRATEGIES
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LEVERAGE THE MEDIA
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HIRE A BEAVER LOBBYIST AND
CREATE A STATE POLICY WORKING GROUP
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• Possession or movement of beaver by non-CDFW staff not allowed; 

• With the passing of AB273 The Wildlife Protection Act in 2019 recreational trapping of native CA furbearing 
and nongame mammals has been banned; hunting with rifle and archery still allowed.

• The Department SHALL issue depredation permits to owners/tenants of land or property that is being 
damaged by beaver.

Assess and Change Beaver Policy

IN RESPONSE TO OAEC/EPIC/CBD 2019 PETITION TO FISH & GAME COMMISSION 
NEW CDFW DEPREDATION PERMIT GUIDANCE ISSUED IN JUNE 2023



PERSISTANCE 
PAYS OFF -   
CHANGE IS 
POSSIBLE!

• Relationships

• Ripeness

• Retirements

• Resources

In June 2022 the CA legislature passed 
Governor Newsom’s budget that 
funded the creation of the new CDFW-
led Beaver Restoration Program

“To be successful in our efforts to protect biodiversity, the Department must take a proactive leap 
towards bringing beavers back onto the landscape through a concerted effort to combine 
prioritized restoration projects, partnerships with local, federal, and state agencies and tribes, 
and updated policies and practices that support beaver management and conservation 
throughout the State…beavers are an untapped, creative climate solving hero that helps prevent 
the loss of biodiversity facing California.” California Governor Gavin Newsom
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• 5 permanent staff have been hired

• Developing the Program’s statewide beaver capture plan

• Developing a co-existence toolkit for both the public and CDFW 

human-wildlife conflict staff 

• Have chosen two conservation translocation pilots which are 

currently underway

• Inventorying CDFW lands with beaver conflicts to support 

coexistence demonstrations

• Initiating project mapping and modeling efforts for project 

evaluations and long-term prioritizations

• Convening a Technical Advisory Group to aid in Beaver 

Restoration Program development

New CDFW Beaver Restoration Program



“Thanks to the leadership of our tribal partners 
and years of preparation, 

beavers are returning to their 
original homeland around the state,” 

~ Governor Gavin Newsom

BeaverBack!



California Beaver Coexistence Training and Support Program



BUILDING COALITIONS
BUILDS MOMENTUM
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PRE-BEAVERING BY BUILDING LIKE BEAVERS 
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Engage with Keystone Processes as agents of Regenerative Disturbance Regimes 
at the nexus of Fire,  Water, Carbon & Bio-cultural Diversity Cycles  



It’s Time to Connect our Fire Fears & our Waters Woes by turning Fuels into Flows 
with Fewer Trees & More Forest cuz Slash Ain’t Trash It’s a Beneficial Biomass 

to Catch Carbon and Slow, Spread & Sink Water so it can
Leak Later Longer to keep our Creeks Clear Cold & Copious for Coho 

to Better Bring BeaverBack with their Believers!
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