N e 4
Indigenous

@ ® @
Prepared by:
Emily Boyd-Valandra
Katia Carranza

. e, , Cheyenne Ironman
The Indigenous Kinship Circle (IKC) is a cross-

boundary commtnity of practice for Indigenous Monica S

people and allies \TVBFEi-ﬁg to advance the Aimee Roberson

William Snow

wellbeing of our communities across the

-

i EVatingdndigenoeusiVoiceSIsIRIOR U ES)
17 April 2024 BTG Ing, Ewlogjcal jéjw WieUge

National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration
G 'JJ 1 & ot el ol L ) [ e
SABTHUSINSACIOSSIN ALIONS

Central Grasslands of Turtle Island.
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Our Yision

Indigenous communities are
happy, healthy, and thriving as we
embody our lifeways and ancestral
Kinships, nurturing our
relationships with each other, our
relatives, and Mother Earth.



https://www.facebook.com/bobby.martin.969?__tn__=-%5DK*F
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With respect and reverence for our ancestors,
we hold sacred the places where we live and the
kincentric ecological systems on which we
depend for our identities, lifeways,
nourishment, and well-being. We accept the
responsibility of being good stewards in
reciprocal relationships with all beings and
work together to facilitate healing, connectivity,
and redistribution of knowledge, time, and
resources within our communities. We are
guided by the seven sacred teachings - love,
respect, courage, honesty, wisdom, humility,
and truth - in collaboration towards the
restoration of cultural values, beliefs, practices,
and relationships that were disrupted by
historical and ongoing acts of colonization.
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<+ Relationship ~ kinship obligation

+ Responsibility ~ community obligation
< Reciprocity ~ cyclical obligation
+ Redistribution ~ sharing obligation

> Restoring ancestral connections and

kinship routes

> Shared sustenance ~ three sisters: corn,
beans, squash
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Choctaw Corn Legend by Karen Clarkson (Choctaw)
Clarksonart.com
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A Gift of Corn to the Choctaw - Native America
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Management of disturbance regimes through
cultural fire and bison grazing

Caring for prairies allowed bison and birds to thrive
along with our people

Food sovereignty
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Map of the population density and territories of indigenous
peoples of North America at the beginning of the 21st century
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Original extent of
buffalo herds

,:l Range in 1870
- Range in 1889

Railroads

Note: Map shown with modern
boundaries. Bold numbers
indicate number of buffalo in
1889. /talic numbers indicate
year of local extinction.
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< Resilience is needed for all
communities

< Western worldview held up as the
standard at the expense of the
Indigenous worldview

< Indigenous social-ecological
relationships were intentionally
disrupted

< Indigenous people and lifeways

p e r S 1 S t https://www.hipcamp.com/en-US/land/south-dakota-lakota-
youth-development-88lh9oqn?adults=1&children=0

Allowing Indigenous communities to thrive and reconnect with our homelands and ancestral
Kinships will increase resilience for all of us. Reconciliation is needed for this to happen.
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Redefining what conservation is
through an Indigenous Kincentric
perspective

Helping make connections
Recognizing that everything in the
natural world is interconnected
Breaking down the walls and silos
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Jridging & Bralding
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< Bridging between two worlds
< Many moving parts across multiple

scales and boundaries
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Community Conversations
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Braiding Indigenous knowledge &
Western knowledge
< Work with others, collaborate,

educate be good partners
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Community climate change adaptation planning
Cultural burning

Working with Tribal Colleges on culturally
appropriate learning and education

Supporting revitalization of Indigenous languages
and how they shape our relationships with our
environment

Native plant propagation

Rangeland management

Studying and enhancing food sovereignty for
Indigenous Nations and people

Buffalo Nations Grasslands Alliance

Enhancing the Reintroduction of Plains Bison in
Banff National Park Through Cultural Monitoring
and Traditional Knowledge



Bill Snow, Acting Director of Photo: “Eyarhey Tatanga Woweyahgey Wakan” or Sacred Buffalo
Consultation Guardian Mountain translated into English as “Sacred Buffalo Guardian

Stoney Tribal Administration Mountain.”









WOJ'VINYWSIAIS

Interconnected priorities
Guided by ancestral wisdom

Indigenous peoples protect 80% of the Earth's
biodiversity

Continue to survive and thrive in spite of the
ongoing legacy of colonialism
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Indigenous Nations represent themselves in
decision-making

Support Indigenous priorities and include
Indigenous people from start to finish

Barrier reduction: money, language, education
Capacity building: co-learning

Support Indigenous-led initiatives and studies
Integrate Indigenous science, practices, and
approaches

Recognize role of Indigenous people in shaping
environments

Build long-term and trusting relationships
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Decolonizing Methodologies
RESEARCH AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Linda Tuhiwai Smith

< Prevent erasure and appropriation

< Ownership over ancestral practices

< Effectively apply Indigenous practices
< Equitable collaboration

% Free, Prior & Informed Consent

The continual leadership of Indigenous
people will help address the historical
disparities that jeopardize the social-
ecological resilience of grasslands.
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+»» Katia Carranza, 2022-2023
** New cohort in 2024

¢ Sonoran Joint Venture is sponsoring
a fellow in 2024-2025



o

L e R
b




T

s

7 =¥ )
k4 ’ -“-.'il-.










WOJ'VINVWSIAIS

Our YWori

¢ Community Conversations

¢ Rekindling Southern Kinships

* Recommendations to the Central
Grasslands Roadmap

¢ Education and collaborations

<+ Website:
www.indigenouskinshipcircle.com

<+ Ways to support: educate, fund, and
collaborate
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