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Anadromous Fish

Coho Winter and summer steelhead

Pacific lamprey

Spring and fall Chinook
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Dredger Mining
Photo Courtesy of Trinity Historical Society
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Trinity River at Lewiston Unimpaired 
Hydrographs WY1912-1960
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Background of Program

• Trinity River Flow Evaluation Report
• Rearing habitat limited salmonid 

populations
• Geomorphic processes were stalled

• Environmental Impact Statement
• Preferred alternative- combination of 

increased and seasonally variable flows, 
channel rehabilitation, sediment 
augmentation, and watershed (erosion) 
restoration

• Actions were to be coupled with 
adaptive management program

• Record of Decision
• Affirmed tribal role in restoration
• Allocated flow volumes and gravel 

augmentations by water year
• Identified channel rehabilitation sites



The long-term goals of this Program are to restore the form and function of the 
Trinity River; restore and sustain natural production of anadromous fish 

populations in the Trinity River to pre-dam levels; and to facilitate full participation 
by dependent tribal, commercial, and sport fisheries through enhanced harvest 

opportunities. 
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ROD Recommended Flow Releases
from Lewiston Dam to the Trinity  River

Ext. Wet
Wet
Normal
Dry
Crit. Dry

Habitat + Temperature 

Water Year Type  Volume (Acre-Feet)
Extremely Wet                     815,000
Wet                                      701,000
Normal                                 647,000
Dry                                       453,000
Critically Dry                        369,000

Water AllocationWater Year Type

Fluvial Geomorphic 
Objectives

450 cfs to Oct. 15300 cfs to Oct. 16



Technical Recommendation: Wet

Technical recommendation (solid line)

ROD wet hydrograph (dashed line)

Flow 
release 
starts 

April 14

Peak daily average 
flow 9,000 cfs 
on April 30

Summer baseflow 
commences August 6

2019
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Natural Juvenile Chinook Production
TRRP Actions
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Winter Flow Timeline (1 of 2)

• 2020-, technical workgroups sought guidance from TMC on shifting a 
portion of ROD water earlier in the year than mid-April. TMC voted to 
direct workgroups to develop a proposal and associated 
environmental compliance documents

• 2021- White paper describing methods and anticipated benefits was 
reviewed by SAB, finalized, and proposed to TMC in 2021 for 
implementation in WY 2022. TMC voted 6 in favor, 2 opposed (motion 
failed)

• 2022- Flow workgroup members conducted outreach to Trinity 
County Board of Supervisors, and TMC approved implementation of 
variable winter flows for WY 2023
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Winter Flow Timeline (2 of 2)

• 2022 (continued)- Hoopa Valley Tribe (only ‘no’ vote) attached a 
request for a preliminary injunction to an existing lawsuit, which 
resulted in a partial implementation of winter variable flows.

• 2023- Technical workgroups again proposed winter flow variability for 
WY 2024. TMC voted 6 in favor, 2 opposed, at two different meetings 
(motion failed)

• 2024- Flow workgroup continues to work with Trinity County to reach 
a compromise.
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Lessons learned  
(pending)
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Questions?
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