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Safe Place Policy
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge strives to create 
and foster an inclusive experience for all visitors, 
volunteers, interns, partners and employees.  We wish 
for the Refuge to be a safe and healthy environment for 
wildlife and people. 

We here at Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge will 
NOT discriminate against individuals or groups based 
upon their race, color, national origin, religion, sex 
(including pregnancy), gender identity, sexual 
orientation, abilities, and age.  Allegations of 
discrimination involving refuge representatives should be 
reported to the Refuge Manager or available Refuge staff 
as soon as possible.  Reports and situations will be 
handled promptly and professionally. 

Just as we strive to accomplish our mission, we must also 
strive to maintain the trust and confidence of our 
employees, partners, and the public. 

Non-Discrimination and
Zero Tolerance Policy

Growing a Safe and Healthy Environment for 
Wildlife and People



Valle de Oro NWR by the 
numbers…

• 570-acre Valley Gold Farm (Price’s Dairy)
• Established in 2012
• First Urban Refuge in the Southwest and first 

in the country under the Urban Refuge 
Standards of Excellence

• Seven miles south of downtown 
Albuquerque 

• 45-70% of NM population lives within 30-90 
minutes



The 
Community of 

Mountain 
View







"Albuquerque prefers not to have these kinds of industrial facilities within city limits," so city 
officials use zoning to “push everything to Mountain View,” - Lauro Silva, President Mountain 

View Neighborhood Association

1 Abq. Liquid Waste
3 Abq. Metal Recycling

5 Abq. Refined Products
7 Approved Oil Service

8 AT&SF (Superfund site)
9 Conoco Abq. Products 
23 GE Aircraft engines

24 Kinney Brick Co. 
25 Mesa Oil Inc



The General Electric jet-
engine plant, a Superfund 
site, has contaminated the 
acequia system that fed the 
farms of Mountain View.

"Seventy-eight percent of the 
people in Mountain View 
are Chicano/Mexicano. More than 
half speak Spanish as their primary 
language. And nearly 40 percent of 
the families with children are so 
poor, they'd have to triple their 
income to climb above the federal 
poverty line.” – High Country News



The smells and sounds of 
Mountain View









September 
27, 2012

A New Refuge 
is Established









“Owen-White also hopes to launch scheduled tours soon. But in the 
meantime, if you want to go see it, give her a call at her Albuquerque 

office: 505-248-6667. Really. As I mentioned, as the refuge director she’s 
also its only employee, but she’s happy to give tours and told me she 

didn’t mind if I put her phone number in the newspaper.”

































Designed 
wetlands

1: seasonal wetland, 
2020

2: wet meadow, 2020

3 & 4: seasonal 
wetlands, future

5: playa, constructed 
2018

6: AMAFCA swale: 
late 2020
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The Nation’s 
First Site-

Specific Public 
Land and 
Economic 

Justice Strategic 
Plan









#TransformationThursday

VdOListens@fws.gov













Jennifer Owen-White
505-933-2708
Jennifer_owenwhite@fws.gov
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