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• Mississippi-Missouri: Fourth-longest river on Earth
• Drains 41% of U.S.
• Parts of 31 states, 2 Canadian provinces in 1.84 million sq. mile watershed

Source: National Park Service

Mississippi River Basin: 
Third-Largest Watershed in the World
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7th Largest Delta

Ganges-Brahmaputra 
105,641 km2
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Indus
29,524 km2

Mississippi 
28,568 km2

Gulf of Mexico

7th Largest Delta
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River Name Mouth Location Mean Discharge
(103 ft3/s)

Drainage Area
(103 mi2)

Mississippi Louisiana 426 1150
Atchafalaya Louisiana 225 95

Mobile Alabama 67 45
Pearl Mississippi 30

Apalachicola Florida 20 2.6
Pascagoula Mississippi 5.5

Brazos Texas 3.6 46
Colorado Texas 3.0 42

Rio Grande Texas/Mexico 1.5 336

(Kammerer 1990, with additions from the USGS, http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/1987/ofr87-242/).
Source: Dr. Paul Kemp, National Audubon Society.

Major rivers discharging to the U.S. Gulf of Mexico Coast 
Ranked by Discharge

If you consider total inflow of U.S. rivers into the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya together account for between 80 and 90 percent of all freshwater delivered 

to the U.S. Gulf (Strauss et al. 2009).  



Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana: 
1,900 mi2 between 1932-2010

USGS Land Area Change in Coastal Louisiana 1932-2010



Predicted Land Change Next 50 Years in 
Southeast Louisiana

Projection Assumes ~ 1.6 ft of Sea Level Rise

Land Loss
Land Gain

2012 Master Plan
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Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA)
Near-Term Plan

Location of 15 Named Projects
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