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RESTORE WETLANDS TO THEIR NATURAL, HISTORIC 
STATE PRIOR TO HYDROLOGICAL MANIPULATION 

AND CONVERSION TO AGRICULTURE

• 178,172 ACRES UNDER EASEMENT, 120 PROPERTIES

• MANAGE IN PERPETUITY – FOREVER’S A LONG TIME!!!!!

• ANNUAL MONITORING OF ALL RESTORED SITES

• HABITAT MANAGEMENT BASED ON MONITORING RESULTS – ENSURE PROGRAM GOALS MET



FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION - MONITORING



MONITORING PARAMETERS

• DEED VIOLATIONS OR UNAUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES – CUA OR NO

• EXISTING CUA BEING FOLLOWED

• OBJECTIVES OF MANAGEMENT PLANS MET – GRAZING PLAN, WRPO, ETC.

• INSTALLED PRACTICES PROPERLY OPERATED/MAINTAINED – WCS, DIKE, DITCH PLUGS, ETC.

• RESTORATION OBJECTIVES BEING MET

• PROPER HYDROLOGY PRESENT

• PROPER VEGETATION PRESENT

• INVASIVE EXOTIC OR NUISANCE SPECIES PRESENT

• AREAS OF CONCERN 

• RECOMMENDED ENHANCEMENTS





4 PRIMARY NRCS CONSERVATION PRACTICES UTILIZED 
IN WRP/WRE TO MANAGE WILDLIFE HABITAT

• EXOTIC AND NUISANCE VEGETATION CONTROL - CHEMICAL

• BRUSH MANAGEMENT - ROLLER CHOPPING, GRINDING, SHREDDING, MOWING, ETC.

• PRESCRIBED BURNING 

• PRESCRIBED GRAZING

USE MULTI-PRONG APPROACH FOR MAXIMUM RESULTS - BURN THEN CHEMICALLY TREAT, 
CHOP THEN BURN, ETC.



PURPOSE OF VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

• SET BACK SUCCESSION - CONTROL WOODY INVASION

• CONTROL INVASIVE EXOTIC AND NUISANCE SPECIES

• MAINTAIN/RESTORE PROPER ECOLOGICAL STRUCTURE AND STATE – UPLANDS & WETLANDS

• FIRE ADAPTED COMMUNITIES – REGENERATION (CUTTHROAT GRASS, SAWGRASS, CYPRESS, PINE)



CONSERVATION PRACTICE CAVEATS 

• EXOTIC AND NUISANCE VEGETATION CONTROL – UF/IFAS RECOMMENDATIONS, APPLY TIME 
OF YEAR WHEN MOST EFFICIENT/LETHAL

• BRUSH MANAGEMENT – BASED ON WILDLIFE BENEFIT NOT CATTLE BENEFIT

• PRESCRIBED BURNING – ECOLOGICAL BURNS, NATURAL/HISTORICAL FIRE REGIME, MOSAIC, 
BUT RECOGNIZE ANY BURN IS BETTER THAN NO BURN

• PRESCRIBED GRAZING – BASED ON HABITAT BENEFIT NOT ECONOMIC BENEFIT, NRCS 
GRAZING PLAN, ROTATIONAL GRAZING, COMMUNITY SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS, STUBBLE 
HEIGHT BY SPECIES



EXOTIC & NUISANCE CONTROL - CAROLINA WILLOW



BRUSH MANAGEMENT - HEAVY ROLLER CHOPPING





PRESCRIBED BURNING - CUTTHROAT SEEP



PRESCRIBED GRAZING



PARTNERS

• FWC - ANNUAL MONITORING AND HABITAT MANAGEMENT PLANS

• USACE - EXOTIC VEGETATION CONTROL (CHEMICAL & MECHANICAL) AND FENCE

• FFS - PRESCRIBED BURNING

• LANDOWNERS - BRUSH MANAGEMENT AND PRESCRIBED GRAZING (COMPATIBLE USE 
AUTHORIZATION AND JOB SHEETS REQUIRED)
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