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The “Murky” Headlines
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Project Related Sediment 
Impacts
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What does the data say?
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The temporal data tells the 
story!

Look familiar?
PortMiami dredge damages more 
coral than feds expected | Miami 
Herald  August 17, 2015

One-Off Surveys

vs. Repeated Measures
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It’s important to understand 
what happened regionally.

2014-2015 were bad years for corals in southeast Florida
due to thermal stress (bleaching) and disease. 
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It’s important to understand 
what happened in earlier 

similar projects!
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Conclusions
The regular monitoring of tagged corals at 
control and near project sites provided the 
detailed information needed to assign the 
correct cause of mortality to corals in the project 
area as opposed to the undocumented 
assertions of project opponents who conducted 
one-off surveys.  The actual monitoring results 
from the project emphasize the requirement for 
implementing scientifically-based, not 
ideologically-based management of natural 
systems to best understand and protect our 
fragile coral resources.
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