Restoration trajectories in created tidal marsh habitat — A case study from Poplar Island, MD, USA
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Conclusions ° Trajectorieson fine-grained dredged material demonstrate rapid plant establishment and growth and ¢ Belowground biomass (total) starts low and builds over time as partially decomposed roots and
lower initial root:shoot ratio compared with a low fertility substrate (sand) rhizomes accumulate

 Aboveground biomass (live) initially increases rapidly, is highly variable in the first five years, then  AG biomass, percent cover and stem height have similar trajectories

settles around a lower production level, similar to reference. Dieback in years 2 - 5 is normal. Sites  Synthesizing data across the phases of wetland development creates science-based trajectories of
rebound without adaptive management. ecological outcomes that differ from classical theoretical trajectory shapes.
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