
Thinking Differently 
about Early Detection 

& Rapid Response 
and Invasive Species 

Outreach



It has been 
almost 25 
years since the 
first Executive 
Order on 
Invasive 
Species was 
signed by
President Bill 
Clinton. 



Since then, hundreds of millions of dollars have 
been spent on preventing, detecting, managing, and 

researching invasive species, but what difference 
have we truly made?



What can we do better? How 
can we better work together to 

solve the problem
of invasive species? 



And most importantly, how can we 
get more of the public engaged and

involved in protecting and restoring 
their favorite places?





Brian Connely
Natrona County Weed and Pest 
District, Wyoming

I don’t do this to kill things, I 
do this to protect the places I 

love



Glacier National Park
Montana



Arches National Park
Utah



Grand Canyon North
Arizona



Pololū Valley Lookout
Hawaii
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Watkins Glen State Park
New York
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Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Ohio
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Niagara Falls
New York
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New River Gorge
West Virginia
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Platte River
Nebraska
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Where we started – Pre-EDDMapS 
distribution data in PLANTS and BONAP



21

Where we are now!



Active Users by Year
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Joro Watch – What?
• Joro spider (Trichonephila clavata) 

was identified in GA in 2014
• First known infestation of this species 

in the US
• Highly charismatic and visible

• Bright colors
• Large size (for a spider)
• Prolific where established
• Webs in open areas; backyards

• Timing - Adults most visible in Autumn



Joro Watch - Results 2022

• Report Source
• Joro Watch – 957
• iNaturalist – 474
• EDDMapS App – 277
• EDDMapS Website – 149
• Literature – 4
• EDDMapS Pro – 2

• Reporters
• Unique Reporters – 1111
• Reporters who’ve only reported 

Joro spiders – 1085

• Joro Spider Spotting Contest
• Reports – 320
• Reporters – 203 
• New Counties – 5
• Most Counties – 6
• Most Reports – 15

Data Since May 2022



Joro Watch - Results 2023

• Report Source
• Joro Watch – 567
• iNaturalist – 67
• EDDMapS App – 259
• EDDMapS Website – 84

• Reporters
• Unique Reporters – 659
• Reporters who’ve only reported 

Joro spiders – 649

• Joro Spider Spotting Contest
• Reports – 623
• Reporters – 409
• New Counties – 6
• Most Counties – 4
• Most Reports – 20

Data May 2023 – Oct 16, 2023



Joro Watch – Rewards

Digital, Sharable Badges Sticker mailed out
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Contract divers with Marine Taxonomic Services, Ltd. 
surveying invasive weeds on the South Shore 
discovered tiny snails on the bottom of the lake nearly 
a half mile offshore from the mouth of the Upper 
Truckee River. Consultation with experts and a DNA lab 
analysis confirmed the species is New Zealand mud 
snail, an aquatic invasive species (AIS) that has been 
detected in nearby waterways including the Lower 
Truckee River downstream from Lake Tahoe near Reno, 
Nevada. 

The snails are thought to have been brought to the 
U.S. by shipping activity or aquaculture, and they have 
spread throughout the country probably because of 
aquatic recreation and fishing gear not being properly 
cleaned. California saw its first New Zealand mud snail 
population in the Owens River in 2000, according to 
the Center for Invasive Species Research, University of 
California Riverside, with all the western states, except 
New Mexico, now having permanent populations of the 
species.
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Photo by South Carolina Dept of Natural Resources
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?



So what can we do?EDRR fund and framework
Survey work done by CAPS program
State and Local Programs

So many other examples this week  
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Prevention Campaigns
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Now we need a 
Detection 

Campaign!
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Wild Spotter is another 
interface for EDDMapS, it is not 
a new database!   All data is part 
of EDDMapS which is a part of 

the EDRR Framework!



• Not just an App!
• The Detection Campaign
• We can’t get people to report invasive species if 

they don’t understand and care about the 
problem of invasive species

• We need the public help us protect the places we 
all care about!
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Then we need to 
challenge ourselves 
and work toward 
making your favorite 
place Invasives Free









Invasive Species Ambassador Training
Lake Guntersville State Park, Alabama
February 4-6, 2025

Apply Now at:
www.invasivesfree.org



Challenge
1. Present invasive species to a new audience 

- #invasivesfree or @invasivesfree
2. Adopt Wild Spotter as the Detection 

Campaign for your public lands
3. Pick your favorite place and help make it 

Invasives Free - set a date and work 
toward it



QUESTIONS?
cbargero@uga.edu

www.wildspotter.org

https://invasivesfree.org
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