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Protection Efforts



Manifestations of Florida Panther Inbreeding



Genetic Rescue





Population Estimate
2015: 120-230 in South Florida





Male panther shot 2008Florida Panther Occurrence

• Breeding range is generally south of Lake 
Okeechobee

• Male panthers can disperse long distances 
and have been documented throughout 
peninsula, one making it to Georgia

• No females north of Caloosahatchee River 
between 1973 – 2017 



Florida Panthers and Ranch Lands

• Pienaar and Kreye (2015) 
evaluated 4 types of incentives:
– Per acre payment for habitat
– One time reduction in estate tax
– Depredation compensation
– Safe Harbor

• Preferred annual payments
• Preferred short duration programs





Payment for Ecosystem Services

• Reward private landowners that provide habitat for panthers and other wildlife 
• Improve and encourage panther conservation on private lands
• Strengthen partnerships with landowners
• Contribute to landscape connectivity critical for panther recovery



Property Attribute Eligibility Criteria
Land Ownership Owned by a non-governmental entity (LLC, private individual, or 

company) or American Indian Tribe for private or commercial use
Geographic Region Within Broward, Charlotte, Collier, DeSoto, Glades, Hardee, Hendry, 

Highlands, Hillsborough, Lee, Manatee, Miami-Dade, Monroe, 
Okeechobee, Osceola, Polk or Sarasota County AND
Within 2 miles of FEGN Priority 1–3 lands (Florida Wildlife Corridor)

Acreage Minimum 500 contiguous acres of enrollable land
All, or only part, of a property may be enrolled

Habitat Conditions Contains areas of high suitability as identified by the panther habitat 
model AND
Contains native forest and open habitat:
• Minimum 10% native forested cover AND
• Maximum 70% open habitat WITH
• Maximum 25% of candidate area dominated by invasive plants

Pilot Program Overview



Habitat Assessment Score Habitat Quality Tier Payment Rate 
36 - 45 1 $17 per enrolled acre 
24 - 35 2 $12 per enrolled acre
12 - 23 3 $7 per enrolled acre

Payment Rates

Landowners can receive an additional $0.50 per 
enrolled acre for allowing FWC to place one or 
more wildlife cameras.
 
Payments may be issued for each dated, 
timestamped, and georeferenced panther image: 
• $100 per male or undetermined sex
• $250 per female, and 
• $500 per litter of kitten(s) 

Bonus Payments



MyFWC.com/PESpanther

Application Status



Score and Rank
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