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We Floridians 
love our palms!

But some people 
are loving them 
to death!



A FEW FACTS ABOUT PALMS

V Fossil record extends back to the 
Cretaceous Period, 80 million years ago

V Monocots-have more in common with 
grasses

V 225 genera and 2,600 species 

V Grow best in zones 8-10 and can be 
found from deserts to rainforests

V Range in temperatures, -10ÁF



Variability
*The tallest 197õ-Quindio wax palm 

(Ceroxylon quindiuense) Columbia

*The smallest 4õ-Sand palm 
(Guihaia argyrata) China

*Largest seeds in the world-Coco de  
mer (Lodoicea maldivica) 20ó,66lbs

*Largest leaf-Raffia palm-over 80õ
(Raphia regalis) Africa



Durability
ü Evergreen-donõt lose leaves in a particular 

season

ü Do not normally branch
ü Trunks do not get larger in 

width but in height  
ü Tensile strength of fronds &

fibers

Chilean wine palm
Jubaea chilensis



Utility
ü Used for many purposes

× Rope, skirts, hats
× Alcoholic beverages
× Oil, wax, shoe polish
× Food (animal & human)
× Building material, furniture



Coconut Palm
Cocos nucifera
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ENTIRE 
FROND

unsegmented blade

Necklace Palm
Chamaedorea 
geonomiformis
Central America

Diamond Joey Palm
Johannesteijsmannia 

altifrons
Malaysia



PALMATE
ü Leaflets radiate from the 

base, circular or semi-
circular.

ü Divided into segments; 
radiate out from the point 
where they are attached to 
the petiole. 

ü Laminae may be slightly 
divided to being divided 
nearly to the leaf base.


