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“Since 1970 The Bird  
Population In North 
America Has Decreased By 
3 Billion Birds”

Science vol 366, issue 6461, 04 October 
2019



Contiguous landscape of great 
diversity of native plants

Photo by Frans Lansing



Only 4,000 Scrub Jays are still living in Florida. 
Their decline is due to loss of habitat.  



54% of U.S. is now developed as 
suburban or urban areas, the 
“suburban/urban matrix” 

Plants in suburban and urban areas 
tend to be about 80% NON-native
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Plants for Birds: 
Native Plants Are Better 
for Birds
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Native Plants Are Better for Birds

 Berries & fruits
 Nuts and Seeds
 Nectar
 ?

Four Native Plant Food Groups for Birds 

Photo USFWS NE Region
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The Wood Thrush’s Story

Photo by Bill Duyk

96% of land birds 
feed insects to 
their chicks



Insects

Photo by Doug Tallamy

Best Caterpillar 
Trees

Oak 557
Willow 456
Cherry 456
Birch 413
Crabapple 311
Blueberry 288
Maple 285
Pine 203
Hickory 200
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Nestling 
chickadees eat 
390-570 
caterpillars per 
day, or...

...over 9,000 
caterpillars until 
they fledge
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Oaks: 557 species of caterpillars
Photo by Landhalauts (Creative Commons)

Ginkgo: 5 species of caterpillars
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A world without 

insects is a world 

without  birds.

Plants are the 

foundation of the 

entire ecosystem
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What can I do?
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Habitat

Over-story 
(canopy trees)

Mid-story
(small trees & shrubs)

Understory
(perennials & ground cover)

Ground
(Leaf litter, etc.)

Photo by Robert Petty



Plant Native Plants

Save Birds

Everyone Can Help

Photo by Will Stuart





What plants are native to my area?
What birds can I attract?
How can I get local support?
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The Coleman and Susan Burke 
Center for Native Plants
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