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Butterflies and moths can easily be distinguished from other insects by 

their wings, which are covered with thousands of tiny overlapping scales, 

much like shingles on a roof.  

Each scale is one color (contains pigments or refracts light), but 

collectively a butterfly’s color pattern is produced by a complex mixture of 

differently colored scales.  

Butterfly Appeal 





 





 





Butterflies can be found everywhere!  

They are approachable, easily attracted and easy to observe 



 



 



Conventional  

Importance of Backyard Habitat 

Native 
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- Honey bees provide the major share of crop  

  pollination in the U.S. , especially in large cropping 

  systems. 

 

  

European Honey Bee 



Mounting evidence points to substantial losses 

of pollinators in many regions of the globe, with 

the strongest evidence coming from Europe and 

North America. 



Major Pollinators 



 



- Pollinators provide fundamental ecosystem  

  services that enable plants to produce fruits  

  and seeds. 
 

- Pollinators are necessary for the reproduction  

  of some 75% of the world’s flowering plants,  

  including more than 35% of all crop species. 
 

    

    
  

 

Pollination Services 



Pollination Services  
 

- Pollinators and the diverse insect communities  

  associated with good pollinator habitat provide  

  food for wildlife - major part of the diet of  

  approximately 25% of all birds, many mammals 

 

- Careful management of landscapes can greatly  

  increase pollinator abundance and diversity 

 

  

 

 



Bees are particularly important pollinators  

- Collect and transport pollen 
 

- Actively forage in neighboring area around nests 
 

- Exhibit flower constancy 



Native Bees 

- Most native bees are solitary 
 

- ~70% nest in the ground 

-  Bumble bees best known social species. 
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~ 30% nest in hollow plant stems or holes in wood 

Native Bees 



 



 

Brush piles, debris, or artificial nesting materials 







 



 







Provide a mix of flower shapes  



Provide a mix of flower colors 



Include both larval host plants  
and adult nectar sources 





Provide flowers throughout the  
growing season 



Create horizontal & vertical diversity 



Plant in groupings 



Chose the right plant for each location 



Learn to ID the Butterflies in Your Yard 



Requirements 

- Provide Food 

- Provide Water 

- Create Cover 

- Provide Nesting Sites 

- Limit Pesticides 



FIREBUSH 

Hamelia patens 

(Rubiaceae) 

 

Summer –Fall 

Woody Shrub 
 



YELLOW PASSIONFLOWER    CORKYSTEM PASSIONFLOWER  

Passiflora lutea        Passiflora suberosa  

(Passifloracaeae)                        (Passifloracaeae) 

 

PURPLE PASSIONFLOWER  
Passiflora incarnata  

(Passifloracaeae) 

 





Passiflora ‘Lady Margaret’  



NARROWLEAF SUNFLOWER 

Helianthus angustifolius 

 

(Asteraceae)  

 

Fall – Herbaceous Perennial 



SPARKLEBERRY 

Vaccinium arboreum 

(Ericaceae)  



CLIMBING ASTER 
Symphyotrichum carolinianum 

 

(Asteraceae) 

 

Fall – Herbaceous perennial vine 
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PARTRIDGE PEA 

Chamaecrista fasciculata  

(Fabaceae)  





Extrafloral Nectaries 



TRUMPET HONEYSUCKLE 
Lonicera sempervirens 
 

(Caprifoliaceae) 

 

 

Spring –Fall  

Evergreen Vine 



GIANT HYSSOP 
Agastache 'Blue Fortune‘ 

  

(Lamiaceae) 

 

Spring – Fall 

Herbaceous Perennial 
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LANCELEAF COREOPSIS 

Coreopsis lanceolata 

(Asteraceae) 

 

Spring-Summer Perennial 



{ 



COASTAL SWEETPEPPERBUSH 

Clethra alnifolia  

(Clethraceae) 

 

Summer - Deciduous shrub  



Hercules Club 
(Zanthoxylum clava-herculis) 
 
(Rutaceae) 
 
Spring – Woody Tree 



GLOSSY ABELIA 

Abelia x grandiflora 

(Caprifoliaceae) 

 

Spring-Fall 

Evergreen Shrub 

 

Abelia chinensis 



GOLDENMANE TICKSEED  

(Coreopsis basalis)  

(Asteraceae) 





SNOW SQUARESTEM 

Melanthera nivea 

(Asteraceae) 

 

Spring – Fall 

Herbaceous Perennial  



REDBUD 
Cercis canadensis 

(Fabaceae) 

 

Spring – Deciduous Tree 

 



BUTTERFLYWEED 
Asclepias tuberosa 

 

(Asclepiadaceae) 

 

Spring - Herbaceous 

Perennial 



PINK SWAMP 

MILKWEED 
Asclepias incarnata 

 

(Asclepiadaceae) 

 

Spring – Fall  

Herbaceous Perennial 






