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Problem Statement / Issue Definition:

The overarching goal of this project is to develop 
specialized curriculum and an outreach program 
that will prepare small and midsized hydroponic 
and aquaponic growers to meet food safety 
standards. 
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Approach / Methods:
1. Conduct a team capacity-building to educate educators 
and develop a comprehensive needs assessment survey.

2. Develop food safety curricula for hydroponic and 
aquaponic growers.

3. Conduct Train-the-Trainer workshops for educators and 
deliver Grower Training for hydroponic and aquaponic 
growers.

4. Develop an evaluation tool to assess knowledge gain 
and program impact.
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Results / Outcomes:
Team Capacity Building Tours
4 visits: - Graduate Students and 
Extension Agents
- 1 vertical farm warehouse
-  2 vertical farm containers 
- 1 greenhouse

Developing an Engaging Produce Safety Add-On Training for Soilless Growing Operations
Camila Rodrigues, Auburn University, crodrigues@auburn.edu 
USDA NIFA, FSOP

mailto:crodrigues@auburn.edu


Results / Outcomes:
Needs Assessment Survey
- 71 comprehensive questions 
- Questions regarding food safety knowledge, 

operation type, water management, cleaning and 
sanitation practices, workers health, training, etc.

- Nationally distributed (56 respondents)
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Results / Outcomes:
Curriculum and educational materials
- Create Curriculum Grower Materials (4-hr specialized training)
- Develop educational materials (factsheets, extension 

publications, educational videos)
-  Develop facilitator materials – include on the Farm Innovation 

Project 
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Results / Outcomes:
Training and Program Evaluation
- Conduct TTT with students and educators
- Deliver growers training outreach events (virtual, in-

person, and hybrid) 
- Evaluation tool to assess knowledge gain and program 

impact
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2 vertical farm containers

Aquaponic Research Center 
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