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Problem Statement / Issue Definition:
Our central hypothesis is that targeted food safety education and access to TA will 
provide the crucial tools for diversified and underserved growers and processors 
to facilitate compliance with FSMA regulations. 
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Project Team

Administrative Team
• Ellen Johnsen, Iowa State Univ
• Angela Shaw, Texas Tech Univ
• Arlene Enderton, Evaluator, 

                        Iowa State Univ

Professional Development Team
• Phil Tocco, Michigan State Univ
• Kathiravan Krishnamurthy, Institute for Food 

Safety and Health
• Byron Chaves, Univ of Nebraska-Lincoln
• Dan Fillius, Iowa State Univ

We also work with
• Extension educators in each state
• Non-profits and industry groups
• Government partners (FDA, USDA, state departments of agriculture / health)
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Approach / Methods:
Our evaluation work includes NCR-sponsored 
events and PSA trainings on a regional level.
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Approach / Methods:
We organize professional development meetings, in-person and online (usually 
Zoom).  We have four monthly meetings: for educators, inspectors, program 
managers, and those in charge of inventory/outreach.



Ensuring Food Safety Competency of Produce Growers and Processors in the NCR 
Through Expanded Collaboration with Diversified Populations
Ellen Johnsen, NCR FSMA, johnsene@iastate.edu 
USDA NIFA; FSOP 

Approach / Methods:
We worked with FDA to develop 
a process for alternate curricula 
review procedures.  NSAC is 
currently working on a 
curriculum.
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Results / Outcomes:
The results of our project include a larger, better-connected 
produce safety network that supports one another and is 
intentional to collaborate with one another.
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The results of our project include a produce safety network that has the:
• Needed training to support growers and processors and 
• Knowledge of quality resources, geared toward underserved groups.
Better prepared educators and regulators increase access to technical assistance for niche populations 
and underserved groups.
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Results / Outcomes:
We celebrate our results in our success stories.  
Some are written by NCR staff and others by the 
educators, regulators, and students involved in the 
work.


