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More urban and smaller-scale rural farmers are 
collaborating to grow their businesses and reach new 
markets.

Beginning farmers want to know there is a viable 
livelihood in farming.

We seek to change a predominant mindset among 
urban and small-scale farmers that food safety 
regulations and GAP certifications are burdensome 
and expensive, and it’s only possible for larger farms 
to pass inspection or an audit.

Produce Safety Education must be Accessible and 
Affordable to also be Good for Business!

Gale Livingston - Deep Roots Farm MD
Thelonious Cook- Mighty Thundercloud 
Edible Forest VA

Acres4Change Farm 
Stewards learning 
the business of mushroom 
farming
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Our team of community-based Produce Safety Educators 
(PSEs) are trusted members of the communities they 
serve. 

We provide free technical assistance and coaching on the 
PSR, GAP certification and food safety risk reduction as 
foundational components of good farming and 
postharvest practices. 

A workshop at Greener Garden in Baltimore 
The oldest black owned urban farm in MD
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With FSOP funding we have 
grown from a team of 4 
community-based PSEs in 
2018 to 9 in 2023.

2023 Educator Cohort
• Aleya Fraser 
Project Manager (Trinidad and MD)

• Lindsay Gilmour 
Project Director (PA)
• Kimberly Raikes 
Edible Garden Consults (MD)
• Crystal Forman
Holistic Healthy Living for All, LLC (MD)

• Ruth Tyson
Video and social media (MD)

• Thelonius Cook 
Mighty Thundercloud Edible Forest (VA)
• Laquanda Dobson 
Sankofa Farm (PA)
• Melvina Brown 
Inner Source Wellness Center (DE)
• Marc James 
Dreaming Out Loud (DC)

Farmers, chefs, healers, food hub developers, food entrepreneur, community leaders.
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We focus on: 

Providing train-the-trainer opps for PSEs 
to learn from national partners.

Expanding the professional and career 
development and training for our team of 
PSEs.

This training qualifies farmers as an approved 
supplier for the NM Grown Program that markets 
to public schools.

PSEs with Trish Tripp from 
Artisan Food Solutions
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Deepening their understanding of food 
safety, strengthening their coaching 
practice, and building their confidence 
in educating and providing technical 
assistance to their peer farmers about 
GAPs and produce safety risk reduction

3 PSEs attended the PSA Advanced Training class in Florida February 2023
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Supporting them in delivering 
virtual and on-farm 
workshops and one-on-one 
produce safety coaching for 
urban, small-scale, beginning 
farmers, and youth. Ruth Bennett Urban Farm Chester PA

Whitelock Community Farm Baltimore
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Supporting them in 
presenting and 
training at Regional 
Conferences.
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Working together to create 
a library of  Informational 
and Educational Videos 
and Webinar Recordings 
and social media  offerings.

https://www.youtube.com/@chesapeakeproducesafetypro9365/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=0
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Curating resources toolkits for our educators and farmers, linked on our Webpages
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2022 FSOP projected outcomes 
• 2 new PSEs completed PSA Grower Training 
• 2 PSEs complete PSA Train the Trainer 
• 2 PSEs become PSA lead trainers
Collaborate with project partners to:
• Provide PSEs with at least 4 professional development training opps with national partners
• Deliver 10 virtual and on-farm workshops for at least 75 farmers
• Provide one-on-one produce safety coaching to 26 farmers including at least 10 farmers audit 

ready to serve new markets.
• Produce 20 short informational videos 

2020 FSOP
• 6 PSEs completed PSA Grower Training 
• 3 PSEs completed PSA Train the Trainer
• 4 PSEs taught the PSA Grower Training
• More than 220 regional growers and technical service providers participated in 14 online 

and in-person educational opportunities 
• 25 farmers had on-farm risk assessments
• 18 farmers received 1-1 assistance to write GAP plans and achieve audit readiness

Project Partners
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What does the future hold?? 

With our new project home at CAIC, we are well positioned to 
begin training our educators in food safety for value added and 
processing facilities. 

We can formalize and share our curriculum with other trainers 
so that there can be more community-based educators on the 
ground in the region and nationally. 

We will leverage other grants obtained by CAIC to reach more 
farmers and offer more specialized services.

Our team of community-based educators will continue to 
advance their professional careers and promote a culture of 
food safety in their respective communities!

2023 FSOP National Project Director’s Meeting
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