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Field Trips 
Days 4 and 5 will be in the Florida Keys.   

Additional Fees: In addition to paying course registration fees, you will also need to pay the fees for field 
activities and accommodation in the Keys.  

Fee for Field Activities: $150.  This fee will be confirmed after course registration and a separate link for payment will be 
sent to all students.   
 
Fees for Accommodations:  Please find accommodations in the keys near Marathon, FL  
Instructors will be staying in Marathon arriving May 7 and departing May 10.  
 
Day 3 - Thursday May 1, 2025 
Time: 8:30AM-12:30PM  
Location: Mary McLeod Bethune Park – West Side Ladyfish Ave, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 
We will end the day at the Marine Discovery Center located at 520 Barracuda Blvd., New Smyrna beach.  
 
Field Trip Description: Meet at the pavilion near the restrooms to complete Part II of the Seagrass Presentation.  Annie 
Roddenberry (Biological Scientist III, FL Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission) will introduce the seagrass 
monitoring project with specific emphasis on Mosquito Lagoon seagrass.  Students will then prepare to kayak out to the 
seagrass monitoring locations and collect seagrass health data while snorkeling/wading in shallow water (2-4 feet deep).  
Students will also visit several oyster restoration sites and learn about the seagrass growing in these areas.  Additional 
discussions will cover aquaculture leases with a specific focus on clam aquaculture and the benefits they provide to 
health seagrass beds.     
 
Equipment Needs: Kayaks, paddles, and PFDs (available if needed), Mask and snorkel (available if needed), closed toe 
water shoes. Sun protection, dry bag, clothes you do not mind getting wet, and a change of dry clothes.     

Lunch and Snacks: Please bring plenty of water or other hydrating beverages, snacks, and lunch.  We may eat lunch 
while on the water, or we should have time when we get back.   
 
Day 4 - Thursday May 8, 2025  
Time: 9:30AM-4:30PM  
Location: Mote Marine Laboratory 24244 Overseas Hwy, Summerland Key, FL 33042 
We will then head to Captain Hooks for a snorkel trip 29675 Overseas Hwy, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 
 
Field Trip Description: We will spend the morning touring the Mote Marine Laboratory and their Coral Reef Research 
and Restoration facilities. In the afternoon we will take a boat charter to different coral reefs focusing on healthy and 
restored reefs.  

Equipment Needs: Mask and snorkel (available if needed), closed toe water shoes. Sun protection, dry bag, clothes you 
do not mind getting wet, and a change of dry clothes.     

Lunch and Snacks: Please bring plenty of water or other hydrating beverages, snacks, and lunch.  We will eat lunch while 
on the water, or there will be time before boarding the boat.   

Day 5 - Friday May 9, 2025  
Time: 9:30AM-4:30PM * times may slightly vary as schedule for the day is finalized  
Location: 2796 Overseas Highway #100 
 
Field Trip Description: We will be touring the FWC facility and learning about the current and historical sponge 
restoration practices. In the afternoon we will be heading out on boats for a field activity involving sponge restoration.  

Equipment Needs: Mask and snorkel (available if needed), closed toe water shoes. Sun protection, dry bag, clothes you 
do not mind getting wet, and a change of dry clothes.     
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Lunch and Snacks: Please bring plenty of water or other hydrating beverages, snacks, and lunch.  We will eat lunch while 
on the water or before boarding the boats.   

 
Attendance Policy  
• You cannot miss more than 8 hours (20% of the 40 contact hours) < Core Module course > 

You cannot miss more than 4.75 hours (20% of the 24 contact hours) < Special Topics or Restoration Series course > 
This is a FMNP policy and cannot be modified by the Instructor. 

• To receive certification, the <8 or 4.75> hours or less missed must be made up by completing an assignment of equal 
time and content. Approval of the Instructor is required. 

• If total hours missed exceeds <8 or 4.75> hours, certification is not possible regardless of material made up.  
• All absences should be discussed with the instructor in advance. In case of emergencies, please notify Instructor as 

soon as possible. 
 
Instructor Contact Information 

Chad Truxall 
Executive Director 
Marine Discovery Center 
520 Barracuda Blvd 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 
Main Office: 386-428-4828 
Cell: 386-679-3622 
chad@marinediscoverycenter.org 
 
Trey Hannah 
Director of Programs  
Marine Discovery Center 
Trey@marinediscoverycenter.org 
Main Office: 386-428-4828 
Cell: 386-232-9534 
 
Carolyn Kovacs  
Florida Sea Grant Agent  
UF/IFAS Extension – Flagler and Volusia Counties  
c.kovacs@ufl.edu 
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