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Repeated Disturbances




Reef Community Change

Western Sambo Reef CREMP Stations




CREMP Oct | S Sit K
i =3 -
“"\*
8 * A A
Habitat
® Patch % ~ v
B Offshore Shallow A &
. Offshore Deep ig’
Q/Q-
; 4
g A S
T e .
=5 i v e
e - .'-‘;/;..; "“ 3 g ‘ " \(\e‘(%
2 s'-a"f " \‘ 0\/?/
- . . \\‘ \‘\\0
m =
LOWER KEYS \ 0 125 25 50 km
| ] 1 1 Il 1 ] |




CREMP
Octocoral
Survey
Sites —
Dry
Tortugas

Habitat
@ ratch

DRY TORTUGAS NATIONAL PARK

Offshore Deep

Pinnacle

A




Octocoral Survey — Arborescent Tally




Octocoral Survey — Target Species
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Octocoral Survey — Target Species

Eunicea flexuosa Pseudoplexaura porosa
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Octocoral Disturbance Susce
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Octocoral Disturbance Response

Heatwave 2014-2015
Hurricane Irma 2017

Heatwave 2023/
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Parting Thoughts

Abundant generalists
masking decline of
specialists

Community shifts

Frequent disturbances
test resilience of even
dominant octocorals
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