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of the Florida Marine Life Fishery

* Early collection began in the 1930s

* Formation of the Florida Marine Life
Association (1973)

®* Rapid growth in fishers and landings
(1980s - 1990s)

® Introduction of regulations (1990s
onward)

Veteran Florida Marine Life fisher Dr. Henry Feddern
displays gorgonians he’s harvested on a collecting trip
for sale through the aquarium trade.

E. Haag/CORAL Magazine
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after Closure of the Hawaii Aquarium
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* Global trend: closures & restrictions é
on aquarium fisheries
* Hawaii's fishery closed in 2017 after
activist-led litigation
 Media narratives overshadowed

scientific data ‘
e Economic & cultural fallout Bl Everat

e Florida now hosts the U.S!'s largest marine aquarium fishery

e Dynasty Marine commissioned study by Aquarium Fisheries

» Anderson & Pomeroy (2023) offers comparative, fact-based
evaluation



Policy Analysis
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Spatiotemporal Controls
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Rights-Based Management

$ Commercial Saltwater /
c Products License W72
EXPIRES 6-30-2020
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Informed Governance @

(% Fisheries Management
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||III Fisheries-Dependent

Statewide Fisheries-Dependent Survey

e Sharp and Sheridan (2019)

» Assessed landings data for 127
commercially fished marine aquarium fish
taxa over a decade +

e CPUE = Catch Per Unit Effort

 Standardizes for variation in the level of
effort spent to catch each taxon

« Assessed trends over time
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III Fisheries-Dependent

Decreasing CPUE Increasing CPUE
Trend over Time Trend over Time
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* Strong regulatory structure featuring a
range of management measures

* Both fisheries-independent and
dependent surveys conducted in recent
years to assess the fishery

* Marine aquarium fish catch data are
largely stable or increasing under current
management



E._Haag/CORAL Magazine

* Assess economic impacts
* Management plan

* Comprehensive statewide
tfisheries monitoring program

* Audit available and needed
resources

° Elevation of the fishery at the
national level for federal fiduciary
support



e Introduced to the Florida Marine Life
Association last week

» Builds on policy recommendations
« Expands outreach, training, and fisher support
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ReefFish

» Connects fishers with experts
to improve fish survival &
profits

e Shapes policy advocacy

» Partnership:
« FMLA
* Mystic Aquarium
e Aquarium Fisheries

Sponsored by USFWS S e ¢ TS ‘

B. Daughtry/FMLA




’ Site Visits

» One-on-one support from aquarists, vets,
and scientists

» Metrics over time—Changes in:
.- Mortality rates

» Handling practices & facility operations
- Business revenues

P. Anderson/Aquarium Fisheries F. Anderson/Aquarium Fisf
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