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Background
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* In 2021 the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) implemented a seasonal A
fishing closure at Western Dry Rocks, a stie near Key West. . .,

* Closure was implemented to reduce fishing pressure on a multi-species fish spawning aggregation site o

* After seven years, FWC will review research and monitoring efforts in the area to understand the
effectiveness of this management decision

Western Dry Rocks
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* Understanding what happens to fish that leave an acoustic telemetry array can be challenging 0 o 388§

* Part of our research uses acoustic telemetry to document fish spawning aggregation movements
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Objective

To better understand the fate of acoustically tagged fish that leave the array. Thus, we created two programs:

Angler Participation Program Marina Detection Program

Incentivize anglers to report tagged fish they harvest Selected 4 high use marinas in Key West for study
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FISH TAGGING STUDY P/ | = g

$100 REWARD

“FOR RETURNING INTERNAL TAG

RECEIVE A REWARD BY:
0 REPORTING A TAGGED FISH
to get a t-shirt

e RETURNING THE INTERNAL TAG
AND/OR DONATING THE CARCASS
to get a $100 reward
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TO REPORT A MUTTON E
SNAPPER, GRAY SNAPPER,
OR BLACK GROUPER:

(786) 647-8908

TO REPORTTAGGED REEF FISH AND COLLECT YOUR REWARD:
call/text (786) 647-8908 or email keys.fish@MyFWC.com

Fate Logic

Detected on a seascape receiver after marina?

2021-2023

 T-shirts & posters for reward
* 14 tags reported
e 8 tags returned

e Gift card reward

11 tags reported and
100% returned

Length of Deployment
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Alive Detected across multiple gate receivers?
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Detected on one gate receiver upon entry or exit from marina?
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Stationary marina detections above threshold(s)

for species?
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Detection history prior to marina
detection improbable for live fish
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Fate of Marina Fish

Fate unknown
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Number of Tags
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m Alive m Dead Unknown

31-90 91-365 366-730
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* Most tagging efforts occurred within the closure area
* Majority of tags returned are within the first 30 days of deployment

* Fish are still susceptible to fishing pressure, even though they are
tagged within the closure

Key Findings

Both programs greatly improved our understanding of fish movement and angler interactions
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