Using Habitat Support Structures (HSS) to
Address Habitat Deficits within Bayside
Nearshore Hardbottom of the FKNMS
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><{{{°> Nearshore Hardbottom is Essential Habitat in Decline <°}}}><

Benthic Habitat Type

B Continuous Seagrass

B Patchy Seagrass

I Platform Margin Reefs
Patch Reefs
Hardbottom
Bare Substrate
Unknown Bottom
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Essential Fish & Invertebrate Habitat (Shelter, Refuge, Nursery, Foraging)
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Nearshore Hardbottom Communities occur in Sponges support infaunal populations of snapping
shallow (<3m) coastal (bayside and oceanside) areas was characterized by a complex shrimp whose acoustic signal serves as important
waters within ~2km of shore on top of consolidated assemblage of low-relief organisms including sessile settlement cues. Newly settled & juvenile fishes
imestone substrate covered by a thin veneer of benthic invertebrates(sponges and octocorals), account for >80% of fishes found in these SE FL
sand; they cover ~30% of the nearshore habitat in macroalgae, and solutions holes. habitafs.

the Florida Keys marine ecosystem.

Repeated cyanobacterial blooms in
Florida Bay
Mass mortality of sessile benthic _ b
invertebrates (especially sponges) o R Y G T T
Substantial changes in habitat landscape,
structural complexity, community
composition, & ecology
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Treatments

Limestone Boulder

+ No Structure Controls + Scale Treatment: 1-, 4-, 9-, 18-units All Low Relief: 1.5 Hx3 Wx 3'L
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