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• Agriculture is part of a diverse economic activities in California, from farm to table, 
to manufacturing, health care, information and space technology, among many.

• California state GDP (1) is estimated at $3.7 trillion in 2023 followed by Texas at $2.4 
trillion, New York at $2.1 trillion and Florida at $1.5 trillion. 

• California farmers produced about $51.1 billion worth of agricultural commodities 
in 2021 (2) representing 12 % of the total US farm sector cash receipt, Texas farmers 
around 6% at $24.9 billion and Florida farmers accounting for 1.7 % at $7.5 billion.

• These commodities in turn are the reason why California has a such a large food 
and beverage processing industry.

• Agriculture and closely-related industries account for about half million jobs which 
represents over 2% of total employment. (3)

• California Citrus is a major contributor to the economic value of the agricultural 
sector and accounts for $2.5 billion or 5 % of the state agricultural value. (4)

Economic Impact of California’s Agriculture

(1) U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). Bureau of Economic Analysis. Retrieved 10 April 2022
(2) USDA Economic Research Service cash receipts, September 20220
(3) CA Agricultural Employment Published Annual Averages Current Economic Statistics Benchmark 2021 
(4) 2020-21 are from the Citrus Fruits Summary released in September 2021.
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• Oranges, mandarins, lemons, and 
grapefruit, accounted for 2.3% of total 
crop acres in the state with a total 
citrus acreage of 276 thousand acres

California Citrus Acreage
Bearing 

Acreage by 
Commodity

California Arizona Total

Orange 136,038 136,038

Mandarin 63,282 63,282

Lemon 47,207 6,500 53,807

Grapefruit 9,002 9,002

Total 255,529 6,500 262,129

Total Acreage by Region Oranges Mandarines Lemons Grapefruit Grand Total 

Central Valley 128,098 62,124 16,537 3,751 210,510 

Coastal Region 7,298 1,872 25,329 1,111 35,610 

Desert 3,830 2,519 10,365 4,858 21,572 

Arizona 6,900 6,900 

North 361 346 707 

All Other Counties 228 290 107 625 

Grand Total 139,815 67,151 59,131 9,827 275,924 

• Estimated full time equivalent jobs 
in the California Citrus industry in 

20/21 totaled 24,247 jobs.
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Acreage by main variety
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• The value of the state citrus production 20/21 
marketing year was $3.63 billion. 

• Total economic impact of the citrus industry in 
California’s economy was $7.6 billion

• The California citrus industry value-added $1.9 
billion to California’s state GDP in 2020

• Estimated wages paid by the California citrus 
industry income in 20/21 totaled $759 million.

• A 20% reduction on citrus acreage would cause a 
loss of 8,213 jobs, $214 million in employee 
income, and reduce state GDP by $569 million. 

California Citrus Economic Impact (1)

(1) Economic impact of California’s Citrus Industry in 2020, B.A., Babcock November 2021 UCR
(2) Univ. of California Agriculture & Natural Resources Coop. Extension & UC Davis Dpt. Of Agricultural & Resource Economics

HLB Citrus Quarantines

Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) 
IPM Control
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• Increasing costs more than doubled the production cost per acre in the last 
10 years in part due new regulations in labor, food safety, water 
management, and acerbated now by the current economic environment.

• Fertilizers, fuel, agrochemicals, water, labor, equipment, packing, packaging, 
shipping, transportation, being the main drivers on the cost to grow and 
process citrus.

• Managing On / Off bearing seasons, threats on HLB / ACP Control front now 
that HLB disease is increasing in Mexico.

• Weather events as drought, freeze, flood, La Nina, El Nino are always 
present. 

• Despite these challenges, the industry is optimistic for this past season and 
the one ahead. 

California Citrus Challenges

(1) Univ. of California Agriculture & Natural Resources Coop. Extension & UC Davis Dpt. Of Agricultural & Resource Economics

2021
NAVEL ORANGE
COST / ACRE (2)

Year 5: $6,238
ACC. COST: $18,525

Mature Orchard 
including harvest cost 

$6,659
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USDA Estimates of Production in US TONS terms by State 22/23 season

TONS
Commodity California Arizona Grand Total

Orange 1,760,000 1,760,000
Mandarin 880,000 880,000

Lemon 800,000 56,000 856,000
Grapefruit 168,000 168,000

Grand Total 3,608,000 56,000 3,664,000

Florida Texas Grand Total 

713,250 48,025 761,275 

22,800 22,800 

-   -   -   

76,925 89,200 166,125 

812,975 137,225 950,200 

US Citrus down overall -15% from previous season
• Orange  -25%
• Grapefruit  -12%
• Lemons  -9%
• Mandarin  +23%
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• Florida down -60%

• California Citrus production overall up 5% 
mostly due to a rainy season  with over 90 
million 90# Boxes equivalent produced.

• The proportion of citrus 
that is packed for fresh 
market in California is on 
average:

• 80% of Oranges, 
• 75% of Grapefruit, 
• 74% of Lemons,
• 71% of Mandarins

• This differentiates 
California at different 
levels from Florida, Texas, 
Brazil, Mexico, Argentina 
and other countries 
where over 70-85% of 
their production goes to 
processing not fresh.
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• USDA frozen concentrate price, 
not less than 62.5° Brix has 

increased over 100% since Sep’21

 -
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US Citrus Production by main state
Processing Tons per season

 FY 2020-21  FY 2021-22  FY 2022-23
• Cost of Navel oranges for processing in 

California has increased over 160% same 
period, Mandarins even more. 

California Citrus Processing utilization between 
17 to 20 million 90# Boxes equivalent 
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Sustainability programs water 
& waste management

Grower Packer Shipper Cost of doing business Grower return per bin
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• Processing capabilities
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• Storage, shipping and logistics capabilities
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