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Figure 3. Forest Systems Framework. This example of an assessment framework identifies key ecological attributes of systems, indicators of
condition, and field measurements that quantify the system’s condition.
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habitats and communities within New York City. Protocols were
standardized and are repeatable over time to assess change.
This baseline dataset will be the first ever quantitative data
characterizing community structure, composition, and condition
across all natural communities in New York City. The
measurements include tree health metrics, vegetation species,
soll analysis, coarse woody material, and assessments of human

The short and long term goals of the ecological
assessment’'s comprehensive, integrated approach serve
to promote the mission of the NAC and Parks by
providing tools for the effective stewardship of the City's
natural areas to create a healthy, safe, and resilient New

York City.
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