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Water Quality Impairment due to 
Nonpoint Source Pollution



Water Quality: a Common Pool Resource

1. Difficult to Exclude

2. Use is Rival
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Diagram: Willamette Partnership
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Pinot or Potatoes?



Elements for 
CPR Emergence

•Clear roles

•Clear rules



Institutions
Roles, 

Rules & 
Incentives

Behavior



Institutions

Behavior?



Institutions

Behavior?



“The biggest 
problem here is 
all the history.”

- Study participant



Environmental Federalism

“There is this gray area as to what's the law, what's the rule here.”

- Study participant

“The rules are not really fully defined. That's part of the 
evolution of this process, the trading process, I think.”

- Study participant



Institutions

Behavior?



Innovation 
& Adaptation 

Carrying Ideas to Action



Modified Markets

Case: Laguna de Santa Rosa WQT

Adaptation: Instream Restoration

Case: Lower Boise River WQT

Adaptation: Developed Wetlands



How do individuals influence the rules that structure their lives?
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