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Components of Bay TMDL Accountability Framework

1. Watershed
Implementation
Plans identify
nutrient and sediment 
targets that meet water 
quality standards. 2. Chesapeake Bay TMDL 

establishes allocations 
for point and non-
point sources to 
meet water quality 
standards

with programmatic and 
pollutant reduction 
commitments

Milestones
3. 2-Year
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4. Federal Actions

if insufficient 
Watershed Implementation 
Plans or 2-year milestones
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Agriculture Urban runoff Wastewater Septic Forest

1. Watershed Implementation Plans

Agriculture Urban runoff Wastewater Septic Forest
Agriculture Urban runoff Wastewater Septic Forest

• Science tells us how big the 
pie is

• States, D.C. say how to slice it 
up in their Watershed 
Implementation Plans (WIPs)

• WIPs also include strategies, 
schedules and contingencies 
to achieve pollutant 
reductions



2. Chesapeake Bay TMDL Based on 
7 Watershed Implementation Plans
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Interim 
Target: 
60% by 

2017

3. Two-Year Milestones



Milestone Progress

• 2011 Executive Council: 
Jurisdictions generally 
on track or ahead of 
schedule to meet first 
milestone
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Tracking Progress: BayTAS

• Web-based tool allows users 
to visualize TMDL progress

• Developed with Chesapeake 
Bay Program Partners

• Most recent quarterly 
report: 78% of significant 
WWTPs’ nutrient permit 
limits consistent with TMDL 
wasteload allocations
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1. Expand coverage of NPDES permits 

2. Increase oversight of state-issued NPDES permits

3. Require additional pollutant reductions from point sources 

4. Increase federal enforcement 

5. Prohibit new/expanded discharges unless sufficient offsets 

6. Condition or redirect EPA grants

7. Revise water quality standards 

8. Other federal actions as authorized

Note: Commitment to ongoing oversight to address issues before 
taking federal actions

4. Federal Actions



Recent TMDL Implementation Successes

• DC: Breaking ground on Blue Plains upgrades

• DE: Developing new state stormwater regulations

• NY, MD and VA: Passed legislation to address composition 
and proper use of lawn fertilizer

• PA: Making conservation districts partners in compliance 
assurance; pursuing innovative new waste-to-energy 
technologies

• WV: Passed legislation to dedicate funding from state lottery 
revenues for WWTP upgrades
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