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• Gulfport is state’s second 

largest city

• Nine Cities directly on the 

coast

• Flat elevation

• One public levee

A Unique Element of the Gulf Coastal System
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Critical to the nation’s energy supply, 44% of 
crude oil, 43% of dry natural gas, 50% of LNG

Seven of nation's top 10 ports, two in top global 
seven

69% of shrimp and 70% of oysters caught in U.S.

Drainage from 33 states, 20 major river systems 
and over 150 regional rivers.

The Gulf of Mexico represents the 6th largest 
economy in the world.

Water Quality
Florida lead

AL, LA, MS, TX

Restoration
Louisiana lead

AL, FL, MS, TX

Education
Alabama lead

FL, LA, MS, TX

Habitat ID
Texas lead

AL, FL, LA, MS

Nutrients
Mississippi lead

AL, FL, LA, TX

Resilience
Mississippi lead

AL, FL, LA, TX

Priority Issue Teams
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Comprehensive Planning to Address:

• Hurricane / Storm Damage 
Reduction

• Salt Water Intrusion

• Shoreline Erosion

• Fish & Wildlife Preservation

Compatible with State Coastal 
Restoration Plan

MsCIP Program Authority
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GOMA / MsCIP Relationship

• Water Quality for Healthy Beaches and Seafood
– Restoration of barrier and near-shore islands and coastal marshes and 

wetlands will lead to improved water quality.

• Reduced Nutrient Impacts to Coastal Ecosystems
– Restoration of coastal marshes and wetlands and conversion of developed 

areas into marshes, wetlands, and green spaces will reduce the input of 
nutrients into coastal ecosystems.

• Habitat Conservation and Restoration
– Restoration of barrier and near-shore island habitats and moving private 

lands into the public sector will provide for habitat conservation and 
restoration.

• Increased Coastal Community Resiliency
– Restoration of barrier and near-shore islands enhances protection of 

mainland areas.  Moving private lands into the public sector reduces 
impacts of future storms and hurricanes and increases resiliency and 
sustainability

• Education
– Inclusion of evacuation planning, floodplain management and other issues 

under the purview of local and state entities increases community 
resiliency and supports the other GOMA issues
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Habitat and Island Restoration

•2 million cy Material

•Avoiding loss of 3000 acres

Deer island

Bayou Caddy
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Barrier Restoration

Hancock

County

Harrison

County

Jackson

County

Bay St. Louis

Waveland

Gulfport

Biloxi

Gautier

Pascagoula

Moss Point

•22 million CY Material

•Salt Water Intrusion

•Storm Damage Reduction

•Habitat Restoration
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Franklin Creek Buyout

• Adjacent to Grand Bay National Wildlife Refuge and 
National Estuarine Research Reserve

• 59 low-lying, flood prone properties, 29 residences

• Property acquisition and relocations – 80% complete

• Comprehensive Plan element
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Hancock

County

Harrison

County

Jackson

County

Bay St. Louis

Waveland

Gulfport

Biloxi

Gautier

Pascagoula

Moss Point

1

Cat Ship
Horn

Petit Bois

Cat Ship
Horn

Petit Bois

3

2

4

5

67

Turkey Creek Ecosystem Restoration

• Wet Pine Savannah (689 acres)
•Restore natural hydrology and 

vegetative features
• Reduce severity of flooding in
adjacent areas

• Overlaps with MDOT mitigation site

Forrest Heights

project

Turkey Creek

Restoration

Site
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•Camille and Katrina

•Winds and Surge

•Protection and Risk

•PMI Storm

Education.
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Every

Successful

Partnership

Bears Fruit
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Questions?

TOm Smith

Thomas.E.Smith@usace.army.mil

www.MsCIP.usace.army.mil

mailto:Thomas.E.Smith@usace.army.mil

