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Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR) is a method of taking excess available water to recharge declining aquifers. In 
addition to benefitting aquifer stability and long-term water storage, MAR is also proposed as an option for 
managing drought and floods, particularly in the high and low water years enabled by climate change. While MAR is 
well-understood in this capacity, what remains uncertain is the degree to which MAR will be accepted by and benefit 
or impact local stakeholders. This project is a collaborative effort between Earth Genome, the U.S. Army Corps, and 
researchers from Arizona State University.  
 
Our goal is to develop a tool for assessing the social suitability of MAR sites by surveying the acceptability, 
perceptions, and knowledge of MAR among members of the Army Corps and stakeholders across the United States 
who could be impacted by and benefit from MAR. Here we present early findings from the Army Corps sample, as 
well as anticipated results from the stakeholders’ sample. This method could be readily adapted for a particular 
community in the U.S., or could be adapted and used cross-culturally to achieve a better understanding of 
perceptions and knowledge of MAR. Our results will be used to a) further social science knowledge of MAR, and b) 
contribute to developing a tool that combines the physical and social suitability of MAR to help decision-makers find 
and develop MAR sites. In piloting this tool, we will communicate with a range of restoration managers, 
practitioners, and policy makers to better understand how the tool can help them in their decision-making. 
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