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Background 
 

 
Current wetland restoration efforts are among the largest, worldwide 

 

Prior to chanelization 94% of the adjacent floodplains were inundated > 50% of the time. 

 

Original floodplain was 2-5 km wide for about 166 km between Lake Kissimmee and  

Lake Okeechobee. 

 

The floodplain wetlands occupied 18,000 ha (45,000 acres). 

 

Channelization (C-38 canal) removed 12 to 14 thousand ha of floodplain wetlands,  

winter waterfowl use was reduced by 92%. 

 

About 40% of the C-38 canal will be restored to a meandering river channel with  

episodic floodplain inundation and will restore10,500 ha of wetlands mostly in  

Pools B, C, and D. 

 

Our study of geomorphic impacts of restoration began in 2007, was expanded in  

late 2010, and abruptly ended March 2011. 



Timeline of Events 

 
1920s-1940s Flooding in basin 

 

1962-1971 Const. of C-38 Canal 

 

1976  Kissimmee R. 

Restoration Act 

 

1984-1990 Pool B 

Demonstration Project 

 

1992  Restoration Act  

Authorized 

 

1999-2001  (Pool B/C) Phase I of 

backfilling 

 

2007 USGS geomorphic  

 monitoring study began 

 

2010 Pool B back filled 

 

2011 Jan. 5-year monitoring project 

began. 

 

Governor mandated SFWMD budget 

to be severely reduced 

 

2011  Mar. above project canceled 

 

2006- ?   (Pool D) 

Phase II/III backfilling  


