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History 

Á Fire in the south Florida landscape is 

influential in shaping the ecosystem 

Á Interaction of hydrology, soil 

formation, and fire is a critical 

complex component in the 

persistence of the biotic components 

of the Everglades 

Á Early residents and settlers used 

fire 

Á Fire regime changed with 

changing attitudes toward the 

Everglades 

Ádraining 

Áclearing 



Á Data from Everglades National Park and Big Cypress National Preserve 

fire programs 

Á Originally recorded using DI-1202 form 

ÁMany variations on the form 

ÁFilled out by many people              some conflicting entries 

ÁPerimeters were  

         hand drawn on the form 

         hand drawn on topo maps 

         hand drawn on mylar 

   delineated using GPS 

         GIS format 

Á Information gleaned from the form  

          and associated fire narratives or from online reporting formats 

Á All information compiled into a geodatabase 

ÁUpdated annually 

Records 



Everglades National Park 

Áestablished in 1947 

Á fire program began in 1948 

Áat the forefront of NPS fire policy development 

Áone of the first to develop a fire management plan 

Á the first to allow prescribed burns 

Á first prescribed burn noted in park fire records was in 1969 

ÁRobertson did a study of the effects of fire on the pinelands 

of Long Pine Key in the late 1950ôs 



Area 

burned 



Area 

unburned 

since 1948 



Everglades NP 

0.000405 

 Date sq km 

 

Natural June 2000 0.0004 
Natural July 1981 77.05 
 
Prescribed July 1999 0.0004 
Prescribed May 1985 91.53 
 
Suppressed Jan 1997 0.0004 
Suppressed May 1989 399.83 

 # year 

 
min 4 1970 
max 73 1975 


