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The CERP is constructing 
the largest AM project in 
USACOE history! 
 

The Decomp Physical Model  
(DPM) is a $10 M 
ecohydrology experiment  
that took 6 years to design 
and approve. 

DPM Science Team (USGS, SFWMD, FIU, UH, COE): 
 
Colin Saunders; Sue Newman, Scot 
Hagerthey; Laurel Larson; Jud Harvey; 
Sue Wilcox; David Ho; Vic Engel; Joel 
Trexler; Barry Rosen; Tamela Kinsey; 
Ronnie Best; Steve Baisden 
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Á  It is a scientific, systematic approach for finding 
answers to ecosystem management questions.  

Á  It can be implemented at any  point within the 
planning, design, construction and operation of a 
restoration project.  

Á  It is ñlearning by doingò -  it involves the scientific 
analysis of natural resources and environmental 
impacts of large -scale restoration or management 
plans, designs, constructions, and operations.  

Á  It is an organized and inclusive means for 
identifying and addressing key uncertainties (often 
an alternative to numerical models), allowing 
managers to move forward in the face of inadequate 
knowledge.  

Á It is a directive of Section 601(h)(3) of WRDA 
2000.  

What is Adaptive Management ? (Holling , 

Gunderson and Light)  
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Á  It is not  a guarantee or the solution for all 
problems. Some problems are intractable or beyond 
the scope of an ecosystem management project.  

Á  It is not  justification to stall or cancel a project. 
Projects need not  be put on hold to implement A.M.  

Á  It is not  a phased implementation and it is not  
irrevocable (A.M. projects are designed to be 
reversible).  

Á  It does not  mean choosing a management plan and 
ñadapting as you goò through a process of ñtrial and 
error.ò   

Á  It is not  necessarily a more expensive approach for 
designing,  implementing, or managing a restoration 
project. It is less expensive because it increases the 
probability of success and decreases the threat of 
litigation.  

What is Adaptive Management NOT ? (Sklar)  


