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Why the angst?

LOSOM —higher modeled lake
stages than LORS08
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Already have high-water i
related impacts on the lake - — LORSO08

= SAV, littoral extent and — LOsOM
composition, fishery, wading birds

= | ingering WQ issues and HABs
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How Lake Stages Affect Littoral Health

Lake Okeechobee
Ecological Zones

Fine sediments and
legacy P easily
resuspended

~ Transport is stage

dependent
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Section Administrator ; -
Lake & River Ecosystems o s
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Wettest period on record

1990s
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High Stage Record
1998 — 18.33 ft
1995 — 18.64 ft
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Concerns for SAV and fishery
Algal blooms, loss of littoral zone
Lake O Protection Program
Lower lake schedule

Marsh edge 1999

Largemouth Bass CPUE

October 1999
CPUE = 0.11 (f/m)
N=104

LA
IRl
TMDL Goal 40 ppb
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Size Groups (Zcm) 73 75 77 79 81 83 8 87 89 91 93 95 97 99 01
Year Algal Bloom Late 1990s
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New Regulation Schedule
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Recdrd IO\‘I\I Iake stégé i
Muck Removal Projects
Adoption of WSE. - -
SAV and fish recovery
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Frequency
2001-2024
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* (alls for drawdown

' « Concerns for SAV and fishery
® « Algal blooms, loss of littoral zone
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North Lake Okeechobee, Sep 2017 Indian Prairie
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Post Hurricane Irma et R

NW Shoreline 2018




SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

~ Lowered Lake Stages
2019-2020
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Spring SAV Biomass
2018
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Calls for drawdown
Concerns for SAV and fishery §
Algal blooms, loss of littoral zone ' pu..
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Summary
Conditions — not good, but not unprecedented
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SUmmary
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