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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Water Resource Protection Tools

Minimum flows and minimum water levels
(MFLs)

Water reservations

Restricted allocation areas (RAAs)

All three tools are adopted by rule in the Florida
Administrative Code (F.A.C.)

More than one tool can protect a waterbody
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Factors Considered in Consumptive Use Permitting

Consumptive
Use Permit
Application

General
Consumptive
Use Permit
Rules

Water Water Restricted
Shortage Reservations Allocation
Rules Areas

Consumptive
Use Permit
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Water Resource Protection Tools
and Everglades Restoration

= CERP: Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan is a
federal/state 50:50 cost-share partnership

= Protection of water for the natural system required
prior to project construction agreements

= Chapter 373 requires natural system water and any new
water supplies from CERP projects be protected or
allocated using State authorities

* - Restricted Allocation Rules

* - Water Reservation Rules
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Rescuing an Endangered Fcosystem:
The Plan to Restore America’s Everglades

T

The Central and Southern Florida Project
Comprehensive Review Study
(The Restudy)

July 1099
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Restricted Allocation Areas (RAA)

Protects ~¥4.4 M Acres | \\ ~
= Implemented where there is a lack of water available to L«px I_r/ s S
meet projected needs of the region |

Canal Syste, Wells
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Loxahatchee
River Watershed
Waterbodies

= Restricts new or increased consumptive use allocations Y i ﬁ

= Large geographic areas covering multiple ecosystems
(Everglades, Lake Okeechobee, Loxahatchee)
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= Public interest considerations by Governing Board
determination
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Everglades
Waterbodies

Protects future water made available for natural system
by CERP projects

Everglades National Park
Restricted Allocation Areas
s (C-23, C-24, & C-25 Canal System
L-1, L-2, & L-3 Canal System

l:| Lake Istokpoga / Indian Prairie Canal System
D Lake Okeechobee & Lake Okeechobee Service Area

D North Palm Beach County / Loxahatchee River
Watershed Waterbodies

l:| Lower East Coast Everglades Waterbodies 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
[ e .

Floridan Wells in Martin and St. Lucie Counties Miles
- C-18W Reservoir ASR Groundwater Buffer Zone #/ O
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Water Reservations

Sets aside water for the protection of fish and wildlife (or
public health and safety)

= Based on scientifically defensible determination of water
needed for protection of fish and wildlife

= Reserves water from allocation to consumptive uses

= Required for Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan
(CERP) projects.

Kissimmee River
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

Water Reservations
in the SFWMD

Picayune Strand — 2009

Fakahatchee Estuary — 2009
North Fork of the St. Lucie River — 2010

Nearshore Central Biscayne Bay — 2013

Caloosahatchee River (C-43) West Basin

Storage Reservoir — 2014
= EAA Reservoir — 2021

= Kissimmee River & Chain of Lakes — 2021

Water Reservations
[ Nearshore Central Biscayne Bay
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CERP Water to be Protected - LOCAR

X B N, SR U | * Improve quantity, timing, and distribution of flows
o ' into Lake Okeechobee to maintain ecologically
desired lake stage ranges more often.

< | * Improve the timing and volumes of freshwater
flows from Lake Okeechobee to improve the salinity
regime and the quality of habitats for oyster,

b

Recommended Plan

Feature Details
200,000

Land area of reservoir site (ac) 12,316

LOCAR Feature

Water storage capacity (ac-ft)

Land area of 5-84+ spillway & PS-1 pump station site {ac) 15

34 {eastcell)

Average ground elevation within each reservoir cell (ft NAVDE8) - Thig By
34 (west cell) ol 57

18 {east cell)

Average storage depth within each reservoir cell {ft) 18 {west cell)

Number of reservoir inflow pump stations (total number) bl

Aotal reservoir inflow capacity %
2 1,500 -
{cubic feet per second [cfs]) o

Total reservoir outflow capacity (cfs) 3,000

Note: Quantities for water-storage capacity, depth, and land area are approximate and
are based on normal full-storage levels determined for the planning level design of the

R 4 \ Y Lake
T S E Y Okeechobee
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

= CERP Water to be Protected - WERP

n:nn‘m{nm v, e Restoring freshwater flow paths, flow volumes & timing, seasonal
PLAN G hydroperiods, & historic distributions of sheetflow, to re-establish

Tt oy JeEil e ecological connectivity and ecological resilience of the historic

of Florida

et . B R et Ve T wetland/upland mosaic.

of Indians
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Restoring water levels to reduce wildfires associated with altered

o e ' hydrology, which damage the underlying geomorphology and associated
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W Waoter Treaiment
Q% Trealed Water
\ Spreader Canal

. Embankment

. Canal Backfil
N

. Canal Modifications

Big Cypress
National Preserve

REGION 3

1 Pug
Plug with Levee Tie-In
“ Pump
[ inline Weir
i+ Galed Culvert
 cuivert
‘ Bi-Directional
Conirol Structure

Ditch Baclkdill

4 REGION 4

e McComack's s
® i

b Vegetation Restoration = o, P 4 583438

NOTE: FEATURES NOT 1O SCALE Kﬁ‘{\ Loop Road Q‘..s
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SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRMHMCT

Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels

= Annual MFL Priority e
Waterbody List

= |dentify the point at which
further withdrawals cause
significant harm to the water

resources

= Recovery or Prevention
Waterbodies
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Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels

Protects ~¥6.6 M Ac

res SAF

= A o MFL Prevention Waterbodies

= Biscayne aquifer (2001)
T2\ » Lower West Coast aquifers (2001)
L Ly = St Lucie Estuary (2002)

= Lake Istokpoga (2006)

= Florida Bay (2006)

................

MFL Recovery Waterbodies
= Lake Okeechobee (2001)
= Everglades (2001)
Caloosahatchee River (2001)
Loxahatchee River (2003)
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Composite of All Protection Tools

7

Kissimim
Chiln of Lakes —=

Y

c:zrr::u,—\l‘:

€25 Canal, North Fork of
Systom™ % \ Y St. Lucio River

_lj ey

o
Flortdan Wells

Raim,Besth—
unty/Loxatiatchse.
Rivor Watdrshed

Waterlsshes
o

b

= Restricted Allocation Areas 4,391,433 Acres e
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= Total Protected Area 10,435,063 Acres

Nearshore Central
Biscayne Bay
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Setting Priority

South Florida Water Management District
2024 Priority Water Body List and Schedule

Minimum Flows and Minimum Levels:

2024 - 2026 — Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River

¢ Reevaluate Minimum Flows and Levels Criteria for the Northwest Fork of the
Loxahatchee River to include changing hydrological considerations including the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) and sea level rise over a

20-year planning horizon.

2024 - 2026 - Florida Bay

¢ Reevaluate Minimum Flows and Levels Criteria for Florida Bay to include
changing hydrological considerations including CERP and sea level rise over a

20-year planning horizon.

2025 - 2027 - Biscayne Aquifer

¢ Reevaluate Minimum Flows and Levels Criteria for the Biscayne Aquifer to
include changing hydrological considerations including CERP and sea level rise
over a 20-year planning horizon.
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