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1. Where 1s Lostmans Slough?
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C. Wading Bird Indicator of Everglades Restoration

1. Wading bird nesting relocated toward the coastal ecotone (70-90%).
2. Supercolonies (dominated by White Ibis) should return every 2-3 years

available at www.sciencedirect.com

-
*s° ScienceDirect

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/ecolind

The White Ibis and Wood Stork as indicators for restoration
of the everglades ecosystem

Peter Frederick **, Dale E. Gawlik?, John C. Ogden®, Mark 1. Cook®, Michael Lusk*?

? Department of Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, P.O. Box 110430, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611-0430, United States
® Department of Biological Sciences, Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton, FL 33431-0991, United States

©South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33416, United States

dU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wildlife Refuges, 4401 N. Fair Rm. 655B, Arlington, VA 22203, United States
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C. Wading Bird Indicator of Everglades Restoration

1. Wading bird nesting relocated toward the coastal ecotone (70-90%).
2. Supercolonies (dominated by White Ibis) should return every 2-3 years

Questions circa 2009:
1. What will move wading bird
“2? ScienceDirect -

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/ecolin 2 neStlng tO the CoaSt?

The White Ibis and Wood Stork as indicators for restoration
== of the everglades ecosystem

available at www._sciencedirect.co

2. What are the relationships

Peter Frederick **, Dale E. Gawlik?, John C. Ogden®, Mark 1. Cook®, Michael Lusk*?

e e e peneoay e between White Ibis nesting
effort, crayfish and hydrology?

©South Florida Water g1 ', 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33416, United States
dU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wildlife Refuges, 4401 N. Fair Rm. 655B, Arlington, VA 22203, United States
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Big nesting colonies of 1bis rely on freshwater prey with a
heavy emphasis on crayfish.




Could NESRS be the answer?
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Recent Nesting Trends

. _ Western Everglades White Ibis Peak Nest Counts

Ornithological
Applications

Volume 123 | Number 1 | February 2021
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Hydrologic
conditions
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Mean Daily Water Depths across the Western Everglades Primary
Sampling Units (CERP MAP)
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Wetter years (after extensive drying) in
the Western Everglades produces high
wading bird nesting effort.




D. What to do with the Western Everglades?

Drier vs. Wetter Narratives

Narrative 1: Make it Drier

Marl Prairie with <5-mo hydroperiods

Basis: Habitat and hydrologic
requirements of an endangered
seaside sparrow. (Subpop A)

Narrative 2: Make it wetter
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Is there any evidence that the Ochopee
Marl Marsh with < 5-month
hydroperiods 1s a natural feature of the
pre-drainage Everglades?

NO.




E. Summaries, Notes and Comments:

i

7

Hydrating NESRS 1s crucial... but it is not the end of Restoration.

Making the Western Glades drier 1s going against predrainage
conditions and the wading bird restoration indicator.

. Western Everglades Restoration Plan 1s important here, but hydro-

restoration plans appear to bypass Lostmans slough.

C ON. water movement we NATA 1TN1ZNL DE 4 10O 0D DCIC

wading birds nesting in some years...(?)




Thank you for listening.




