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South Florida’s 
water issues 

have long been 
recognized



Flood Protection
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Storage, Treatment, Conveyance Operations

Everglades Restoration



CISRERP Findings
“Everglades restoration efforts are even more essential to 
improve the condition of the South Florida ecosystem and 
strengthen its resiliency…”

“Everglades restoration will increase the resilience of the 
ecosystem and the water management system and 
decrease their vulnerability.”

“Restoration is likely to create important benefits that 
increase the resilience of the ecosystem in the face of 
climate change...”

“Improved volumes and timing of freshwater flows could 
also enhance the diversity of seagrass species, which could 
help strengthen the resilience of the Bay…”



Ed Lippisch February 25, 2024

Reducing Lake Okeechobee Discharges



Restoring Hydrology and Oligotrophic Character



• 1989: Everglades National 
Park Protection and 
Expansion Act

• Modified Water Deliveries, 
C-111 South Dade, and 
Tamiami Trail Modifications

• 2020: implementation of 
the Combined Operational 
Plan (COP)

Northeast Shark 
River Slough



• 1997: Talisman deal
• 2000: CERP authorized
• 2011: Initiated 

expedited planning
• 2014: CEPP authorized
• 2020: EAA Reservoir
• Mid-2030s: operational 

testing, new Lake O 
operations

Central Everglades



Restoration is Working



Kissimmee River



Phosphorus Removal



Gary Lickle March 4, 2020

Tamiami Trail Bridges



Tamiami Trail Flows
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Improved Habitat Condition in Shark River Slough



Increasing flows to Florida Bay



Biscayne Bay Southeastern Everglades 
Ecosystem Restoration (BBSEER)

• Redirecting water from North to 
South in Miami-Dade County

• First CERP study to incorporate sea 
level rise in planning

• Wetland resiliency incorporated as 
a performance metric

• Nearshore salinity, wetland salinity, 
and “Adaptive Foundational 
Resilience”



RESTORATION
BUILDS RESILIENCE
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