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WATER QUALITY TRADING IS

IS strategy that provides discharge permittees flexibility in
meeting regulatory compliance while achieving broader clean
water goals on a watershed scale.
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WHY DO IT?
o Maintain

transparency &
flexibility
Facilitate
collaboration

e Reduce start-up time
and costs

0 Produce additional
environmental
benefits
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KEY PLAYERS

w

Program

Administrator Landewners Project Developers Buyers
Regulatory Third-party _ |
Agency Verifiers Registry Public

Provider
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THE WQT PROCESS
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KEY PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
CHALLENGES

‘ Lack of ‘ Inconsistent

standardization language

@ High degree of Complicated and
uncertainty and highly detailed
complexity

‘ Spatial and temporal
variability In

watersheds

December 8, 2016



WHAT DO WE NEED?

' Facilitate ease of use and development
‘ Enhance program gquality, consistency

‘ Create shared language between programs
' Aggregate and build up existing resources

Strengthen understanding of challenges facing
‘ Implementation
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Water Quality
Trading
Program:
Options and
Consideration
S

National Network on
Water Quality Trading:
Improving consistency,
Innovation, and
Integrity in water
guality trading
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BMP
Guideline

Template: Sediment Basin Guideline

[ ]
3MP guidelines are intended to ensure that projects secking credits are implemented to 3 high standard, do not
create unanticpated environmental impacts, and are maintained in a way that achieves the credited water
qualzy benefits for 335 Jong as the project Is vald. This template Includes design, insta®ation, maintenance, and

perfarmance standards that can help ensure that SMPs are performing as anticipated.

This template Is intended to serve as 3 starting point ondy. Any language can be adjusted to meet the needs of 2
particular state or trading program. There are Instructions, comme! oxes, and options throughaut the
e m p a e S template providing additional infarmation or aiternative language for states to consider.

This template Is organized to include the components of BMP deline proposed in the National Network
public n, Suilding o Water Quality Trading Program: Options and Considerations (National Netwoek Guide),'
whicn was aself developed through review of NRCS practice stan - o - -

trading programs. This template was developed in collaboration

aroviders, and a review of relevant Merature and national monia

will continue to evolve 35 it isapplied.

Template: Riparian Revegetation Guideline

SMP guldelines are intended to ensure that projects seeking credis are implamented to a high standard, do not
create unanticipated environmental impacts, and are maintained In 2 way that achieves the credited water
quality benefits for as fong as the project i valid. Tais template includes des installation, maintenance, and
performance standards that can help ensure that BMPs are perfarming as antiipated

This template is Intenged ta zerve as a starting point only. Any anguage can be adjusted to meet the needs of 3
oarticular state or trading program. There are Instructions, comment boxes, and aations throughout the
template providing additional Infarmation or alternative language for states 1o consider.

This template is organized to Include the components of BMP Guldeline proposad in the Nationa! Network
g @ Woter Quality Trading Program: Options and Considerations {National Network Guide),
was itself developed through review of NRCS practice standards' and BMP guldelines from ewisting
trading programs. This tempiate was develaded In collaboration with subject area experts, agricultural service
; k providers, and a review of relevant literature and national monitoring standards and programs. This templ.
Version 1.0 £ P laan fassurce . . will continue to evolve a5 2 s applied.

THE WATER QUALITY
TRADING TOOLKIT

August 2016




COMMON WQT BMPs

o d—

STRUCTURAL e

Restor

Sediment basin
Sprinkler irrigation

NON-
STRUCTURAL/MANAGE
MENT BASED

Cover cropping
Riparian grass buffer
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GUIDELINE DESIGN
PROCESS

BMP
Guideline
Template

S

Non-Structural:
Riparian

Structural:
Sediment Basin

Revegetation
BMP Guideline
Templates

BMP Guideline
Templates
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WHAT'S INSIDE?

Q Basic information
Geographic scope, practice description, credit types, definitions

e Credit Calculation Methods

e BMP Quality Standards

Project and site eligibility
Project design
Implementation requirements
Monitoring and maintenance

Bt f&suance Procedures

Project site pre-screening, project site review, contract terms &
Decemberg,ggg'tion




TEMPLATE

EXAM P L ES [TRADING PROGRAM NAME]

Riparian Revegetation Guideline

- - - . BASIC INFORMATIO

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USING THIS TEMPLATE 12 BASHINEORMATION
The template is meant as 2 s1arting point enly. Any language can be adjusted to meet the needs o7 a particular 1.1 PRACTICE DESCRIPTION
state. There are instructions, comment boxes, and optiens throughout the template providing additional

s r - i . vegetaton, predominately trees and rubs, located adjacent to and up.gradient
infarmation or alternative language for states to consider. - 7 " -

There are a few conventions used throughout the template that provide instructions and information for filling it

= They include:
ou ey include 1.2 EucraLe Creorr Trpes

+ Blue and ALL CAPS text is most likely to ba medified: Although any language in the template can be

- . R - L. ) The Riparian Reveget: n proja 1 this gu i rve to filter sediment and phosp and regulate
maodified to meet swate needs, text in blue is most likely to need customization. For example:

temperature. This guidelne < > t pes of credits:
"This Sediment Basin Guideline sets forth recommendations that [AGENCY NANME] and ather stakeholders &
believe should be cansidered when constructing credit-generating prajects in [(WATER NAME] ~
Call out boxes provide instruction. Throughout this tempglate annual repors, call out boxes will be used Sraroasn Lo
e provide instructions, considerations, and references for the subseguent section. These boxes can be
deleted as the sizte draftz its decuments. fAn example call cut box is provided belov

Sediment Loa.

* 2 GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE

In this section, describe project design criteria. All credit-generating projects need to prepare a project design
and management/menitoring plan prior to implementation. The plan should be prepared by the qualified s application of BMPs and restoration technigques, and their expected results, can vary from place to place
agency or licensed/certified individual to select and properly design appropriate BMPs to improve water guality it this section to define the range of locations for which this particular 8MP Guideline can be applied

at a specific location. ty should

T ——
Applicable locations in the watershed
Potential interactions with other practices

Ancillary benefits DeFINITIONS

Other considerations, such as where the BMP won’t work, shall be included in this section. This template
intludes descriptions of the rationale/justification for each eligibility criteria, Template users may which to
document this elsewhere 1o reduce the length and complexity of the guideline document.

this section to define technical language within the guideline. Cite references where svailable

opy Closure : ropy closure is an upw

and be measur

mimror

Table 3.1.1. Project eligibility criteria and recommendation

Eligibility Description Rationale
Criteria




REVIEW PROCESS

tandards

Non-Structural:
Riparian

Revegetation
BMP Guideline
Templates
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BMP
Guideline
Template

S

Structural:
Sediment

Basin BMP
Guideline
Templates

WQT and BMP
Expert
Feedback



WHY DO WE NEED THESE?

' Offer a detailed blueprint

‘ Serve as a platform for communication and shared
experiences

‘ Provide national uniformity
' Facilitate program development

' Build upon existing resources
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

o Detall vs.
flexibility

9 Inconsistent language

9 Lack of program
transparency

Knowledge gaps
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LOOKING
FORWARD

Developing these programs is
& challenging, but now the path is a little
smoother

& Developers should not be afraid to
£ start simple

Finding a common language is key

Progress relies on relationships with
stakeholders, trust, and social

readiness e - -
NICHOLAS SEHOOL OF THE




