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WATER QUALITY TRADING IS

is strategy that provides discharge permittees flexibility in 

meeting regulatory compliance while achieving broader clean 

water goals on a watershed scale.
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WHY DO IT?
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Maintain 

transparency & 

flexibility 

Reduce start-up time 

and costs

Produce additional 

environmental 

benefits

Facilitate 

collaboration
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KEY PLAYERS

Program 

Administrator 
BuyersLandowners Project Developers

Regulatory 

Agency

Third-party 

Verifiers
Registry 

Provider
Public
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THE WQT PROCESS
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KEY PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

CHALLENGES

Complicated and 

highly detailed

Lack of 

standardization 
Inconsistent 

language

Spatial and temporal 

variability in 

watersheds

High degree of 

uncertainty and 

complexity
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WHAT DO WE NEED?

Facilitate ease of use and development

Enhance program quality, consistency

Create shared language between programs

Aggregate and build up existing resources

Strengthen understanding of challenges facing 

implementation
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Building a 

Water Quality 

Trading 

Program: 

Options and 

Consideration

s

National Network on 

Water Quality Trading: 

Improving consistency, 

innovation, and 

integrity in water 

quality trading
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BMP 

Guideline 

National 

Templates
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COMMON WQT BMPs
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GUIDELINE DESIGN 

PROCESS
Water 

Quality 

Trading 

Toolkit

Riparian 

Revegetation 

Performance 

Standards

Resources 

from project 

developers

Non-Structural: 

Riparian 

Revegetation 

BMP Guideline 

Templates

NRCS 

Practice 

Standards

State 

trading 

programs

Structural: 

Sediment Basin 

BMP Guideline 

Templates

BMP 

Guideline 

Template

s
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WHAT’S INSIDE?
Basic information
Geographic scope, practice description, credit types, definitions

Credit Calculation Methods

BMP Quality Standards
Project and site eligibility

Project design

Implementation requirements

Monitoring and maintenance 

procedures
Credit Issuance Procedures
Project site pre-screening, project site review, contract terms & 

duration
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Designed for 

practitioners, 

stakeholders, 

and experts 
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TEMPLATE 

EXAMPLES
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REVIEW PROCESS
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WHY DO WE NEED THESE?

Offer a detailed blueprint

Serve as a platform for communication and shared 

experiences

Provide national uniformity 

Facilitate program development

Build upon existing resources
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REMAINING CHALLENGES

Detail vs. 

flexibility

Inconsistent language 

Lack of program 

transparency 

Knowledge gaps
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LOOKING 

FORWARD
Developing these programs is 

challenging, but now the path is a little 

smoother 

Developers should not be afraid to 

start simple

Finding a common language is key 

Progress relies on relationships with 

stakeholders, trust, and social 

readiness
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