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Habitat loss



Species decline



Rice fields as surrogate habitat



Not all birds were created equal





Alignment with farming
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Precision science



eBird smartphone app



Reverse auction
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vs. Renting the flyway



Outreach to growers

Email campaign to new contacts

Email campaign to existing contacts

Letter campaign to new contacts

Phone campaign

Workshop 

Partners

Online information & tools



Bid forms



Bid selection

Accept Bid ID Wks Acres Water Source County STEM $/ac/wk $/ac/wk/STEM

y 16-SR-039 6 1702Surface ? riparian Yolo 0.544 $                   - $                     -

Y 16-SR-048 6 314.1Surface - district Sutter 1.000 $              7.50 $                 7.50 

Y 16-SR-007 6 582Surface ? riparian Sutter 1.000 $              8.33 $                 8.33 

Y 16-SR-027 4 306.4Surface - district; Groundwater Butte 0.284 $              2.50 $                 8.82 

Y 16-SR-028 4 284Surface - district; Groundwater Butte 0.284 $              2.50 $                 8.82 

O 16-SR-055 8 540Surface - district Colusa 0.490 $              5.00 $               10.21 

Y 16-SR-056 8 290Surface - district Colusa 0.490 $              5.00 $               10.21 

Y 16-SR-057 8 300Surface - district Glenn 0.490 $              5.00 $               10.21 

O 16-SR-058 8 250Surface - district Colusa 0.490 $              5.00 $               10.21 

O 16-SR-024 6 360Surface - district; Groundwater Sutter 0.377 $              4.17 $               11.04 

Y 16-SR-051 8 180Surface - district Yolo 0.479 $              5.63 $               11.75 

Y 16-SR-052 6 112Groundwater Sutter 1.000 $            12.83 $               12.83 

Y 16-SR-050 6 841.1Surface - district Yolo 0.505 $              7.50 $               14.86 

O 16-SR-060 4 94Surface - district Sutter 1.000 $            15.00 $               15.00 

Y 16-SR-023 8 196Surface - district Colusa 0.490 $              7.50 $               15.32 

16-SR-005 4 821 0Sutter 0.720 $            11.25 $               15.62 

16-SR-047 4 563.8Surface - district; Groundwater Sutter 0.720 $            11.25 $               15.62 

O 16-SR-046 6 540.2Surface - district Colusa 0.469 $              7.50 $               15.99 

16-SR-061 6 94Surface - district Sutter 1.000 $            16.67 $               16.67 



Duck clubs



Groundwater Recharge



Compliance monitoring



Ecological response monitoring

Abundance of all species 

(waterbirds and raptors) combined
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BirdReturns by the numbers

9 program periods completed

Rice fields, duck clubs, groundwater program

Over 130,000 acres bid

Over 45,000 acres habitat created

Over 65 farmer participants



An uncertain future

“As far as the laws of mathematics refer to 

reality, they are not certain; and as far as 

they are certain, they do not refer to 

reality.” 

-Albert Einstein





Current questions

Can we build on the success of the program, 

retaining and attracting participants?

How do we scale the program?

What additional applications are possible?

Will more widespread acceptance encourage 

innovation?


