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Xyleborus glabratus – redbay ambrosia beetle

Raffaelea lauricola - Ophiostomatales



Ambrosia beetles are typically harmless





Known hosts in the USA
Persea palustris – Swamp bay

Persea humilis - Silkbay
Persea americana - Avocado

Persea indica*
Cinnamomum camphora - Camphortree

Sassafras albidum - Sassafras 
Umbellularia californica – California bay 

laurel*
Laurus nobilis – European bay laurel
Lindera benzoin - Northern spicebush

Lindera melissifolia - Pondberry
Litsea aestivalis - Pondspice
Licaria triandra* - Gulf licaria

Ocotea coriacea* - Lancewood
Persea mexicana* – Mexican redbay

* = Artificial inoculation
Many more hosts may remain!





Raffaelea lauricola

Photographs by: Fraedrich et al. 2008, Harrington et al. 2008

• Primary fungal symbiont 

• Ophiostomatales

• 1st known ambrosia beetle 
symbiont to cause a 
systemic vascular wilt
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500,000,000+…….
and counting!!!
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www.caribbeanatlas.org



www.mobot.org

Global Lauraceae Forests
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